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I. Have been d:fired to ſay ſome- 


ES thing more concerning Apollo- 
= nius Tyanzus, hereafter men- 
= 7:oned, p, 41. tho it lies upon 
'_ the Deiſts to produce him, if 
̃bbey dare pitch upon him as an 
' Tnſlance, to which they are fairly invited: But 
herein only ſhew their Modeſty; they are baſh- 
ful in the Face of an Argument, but where @ 
Jeſt, a Grin, or a Laugh, wil! carry it off, they are 
unmerciful, and triumph clamorouſly. They have 
.brought upon the Stage no Competitor to our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, equal to their Apollonius. Therefore 
1 named him, and provoked them (but I cannot) 
70 bring it to a Tryal. For the ſake therefore of 
ſeme Readers, who may not know the Story, I 


ill here give this ſhort Account of bim. | 
| "0 8 Firſt 
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'F irſt then, It it de obſerved, "That 35 4 
Pra we have of Apollonius Tyanæus, is from 3 
Philoſtratus, ho lived an Hundred Years Mer 
| tube Time in which this Applies: is os 10 have 
\fouriſhed.. 

Whence had Philoſtratus- this? He 2 
from the Book of one Damis, who had been a 
Companion of Apollonius , How came Philo- 
ſtratus by this Book? He ſays, that an Ac- 
quaintance of Dams's brou he the Empreſs 
Julia to the Knowledge of his * 
ries, which till then Bad not been publiſhed. 
(1 give it you in the Words of Mr. Blount's 
T; N And tbat the Empreſs command- 
ed Philoſtratus zo tranſcribe thoſe Commenta- 

ries, and beſtow ſome pains. on the Relations 
contained in them. What Pains was this Only 
to tranſcribe? No, that was ſmall Pains, and 
not fit to be impoſed upon ſo great an Orator as 
Philoſtratus, it was the Office of a Clerk. But, 
it ſeems, this Book of Damiss was ſo poorly 
wrote, as not fit to be expoſed to view, at leaft 
A of the Empreſs, who, as Philoſtratus tells us, 
was much addicted to the Study of Rhetorick. 
For (/ays he) Damis had givena plain but un- 
elegant Deſcription of them, 7. e. of the Ads 
F Apollonius. Therefore the Pains that Philo- 
ſtratus 7cok, he bells us, was upon the Relations 
Y Apollonius that were in the Commentaries 
Damis. And to fit them for the Ear of an 
Eeipreſs, who loved Rhetorick, alias, roman- 
eing and fine Stories. So that wwe are not ſure 
Wwe have one Word of the Commentaries ef 
Damis. 
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Damis. But his we are fure of, That we. babe 
theme only asthey. were new dreſſed, and vampt 
by an Orator, to Nag ay F ancy of a Rhetorical 
addy. wh 

But, aphich 1s more, Philoſtratus does not pre- 
tend. that be confined himſelf to the Commentaries 
of Damis. For be tells us, (ibid. I. i. c. 3.) That 
in compoſing theſe Books of bis, be 50 ga- 
thered together the diſperſed Relations of Apol- 
lonius into one Volume. And names anatber 
Author, one Maeragenes, - 20% had wrote four 
Books concerning Apollonius. But be ſays, that 
there is no Credit to be given to them. Why? 
Because ( ſays be) Meeragenes, in bis Books, 
ſeemeth to be altogether ignorant of his (Apol- 
ſonius' s) Actions. If ſcems they were not fa ro- 
mantick, as the Commentaries of Damis, and fo 
eſs fit far an Entertainment to the Empreſs. But 
they do not ſeem to be the leſs true for that, And 
Philoſtratus gives another Reaſon againſt them, 
i. e. They were not for bis Purpoſe; which was, 
to compoſe ſomething new and furprizing, to gra- 
720 tbe Empreſs. 

Let me obſerve here, That this Was an Age, 
wherein the Meleſiaca, or feigned Romantick 
Stories, ade re much in V. ague : Such as Heliodo- 
rus's Ethiopicks, The Amours of Clitophon 
and Leucippe, Sc. And it is very probable, that 
Philoſtratus /iving,. as be tells, at Court, would 
endeavour not to be out of the Faſhion. 

And indeed, if be had been to compoſe a Ro- 
mance, fo have appeared like any thing of Truth, 
ol could not have introduced it upon leſs Au- 

4 thority 
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thority, and more precarious a Foundation g 
than this which he has given . no Hero, 
Apollonius. 

So extremely ſli ght, ' that ſome very Laure ed 
Men bave, not without Reaſon, doubted aphe- 
ther ever there was fuch a Man as i A 2 
lonius. 

Tt rs true that Origen le contr.” Celf.) cler men- 
tion him. But ſo be did likewiſe the Recogni- 
tion of $f Clement, (Tom. ui. Comment. in 
Geneſ. in Philocal. c. 23.) which now are taken 
for granted to have been wrote only in his Name. 
And it is no firange thing, that Jome wiſe and 
learned Men may be impoſed upon, n Matters of 
7515 Nature. 

But neither wiſe nor fooliſh, that have Eyes 
in their Heads, can be impoſed upon in the four 
Marks hereafter given, p. 5. whereby to aſcer- 
tain the Truth of any Matter of Fact. And the 
Deiſts not daring to bring the Matter of Fact of 
Apollonius 20 the Teſt of theſe Rules: All that 
"they can poſſibly infer from their Legends, is 
That perhaps they may be true. Whereas, they 
muſt acknowledge, unleſs they will deny the Cer- 
tainty of all their Senſes, That the Matters of 
Fact of Mofes, and of Chriſt, are r 6d un- 
dubitably, and infallibly true. = | 
And there 1s almoſt the ſame Certainty, That 

*#hefe of Apollonius muſt be falſe. Becauſe, as 
Men cannot be impoſed upon in ſuch notorious 
Matters of Fact: It is next to the ſame Impoſſi- 
bility, That rhey ſhould forget them; at legt 
f foon as Were "th wich are told of 0 
| ONIUS 
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lonius. For Eaample, his frecing the City. of E- 
pheſus from the Plague. His vaniſhing , out of 
the PBrefettce bf Domitian, and his Court, 20 ben 
he was arraigned before him. And his familiar 
Co with many other Kin gs, and Wonders 
done er them ; and the mi ghty Eſtimation, 
even to Adoration, which. be 1s e Ja id fo 
have obtained all over the World. 
More is it poſſible, That all this could be 7 

zotally forgot, as that no Mention at all ſhould 
be made of it for a. hundred 'Years\ after theſe 
things were ſaid to be done? Inſomuch that Phi- 
loſtratus complains, in the Introduction to bis 
Legend, (l. i. c. 1.) That whereas Pythagoras 
and other ancien: Philoſophers, who had lived 
many Ages before, were till remembred with 
great Veneration, yet that Apollonius, who, . as 
he ſays, Came nearer to Divine Wiſdom.than 
5 himſelf, is not yet known among 
Men - tho he lived neither very long ago, 
nor yet very lately. 

Mas it poſſible, that the Death of 52 famous 
4 Perſon 2 not. have been greatly noticed? 
And bis Se pulchre Honcure and wiſited 5 ? Te ef 
Philoſtratus | "call there "was no Certainty of. the 
Place where he died: That . ſome - ſaid it was 
at Epheſus ;' ſome. at Rhodes; and ſome at 
Crete. And that. his Sepulchre could no where 
be found. To help this, ſome beſtowed an Epo- 
theoſis:upom him. And would have it, That he 
was taken up into Heaven. But 4 any > i | 
ſee it? No, That is not ſo much as alledge 
Nor . Philoſtratus believe it, abo ſaid that 

A 4 e 


1 


"#9 0 


vil e P R EF A C E. 


be bad travelled far and near to fat out bis Se- 
pulchre, Bur could not hear fit. 
And if - 'be was ſ% univerſally: . as 
 Philoftratus has repreſented bim, © could Mœ- 
Tagenes have wrote his Life, and be altogether 
ignorant of his Actions, as Philoſtratus has 
aceuſed bim? Meœœragenes ꝛerote before Philo- 
ſtratus; and therefore bud better | Reaſon to 
Eno. And if Philoſtratus had tranſmitted to 
us the Commentaries of” Meceragenes, as. well - 
'as what” Helps be took out of thoſe , Damis, 
or fathered upon him, ve ſhould, no. Doubt, 
have bad a mere moderate Account of Apol- 
Jonius; fnce Philoſtratus does - confeſs, that for 
rhat only Reaſon be bad rejected the Books. of 
Meœragenes. And if they were in being when | 
he wrote, be was 9 4 Neceſſity" gf ſaying 
ſemerbing againſt them (tho. what be has ſaid 
confirms them the oy becauſe they gave 
the Lye ſo. notoriouſly to his new —— of 
Apollonius. 2 10: 
But now, to ſum up "all, 4 us | Juggs to 
the "utmoſt, that all 5 ſaid Romance were 
true, what would this amount. to? Only that 
Apollonius did fuch things," What then? "What 
/ he avere ſo virtuous @ Perſon, as that God 
 TYhould have given him the Power io work 
ſeveral Miracles? This "would no ways burt 
the Argument that is here brought againſt, the | 
Deiſts: Hug Apollonius ſer up ud net Re- 
ligion, nor did be pretend“ that” be duas ſent 


901th" any Revelation from Heaven, #0 intro- 1 
Kuce any new: forr” 95 8 of God. > a 
thai | 


\ 


2 k * * Fg c F 7 1 T | — 1 5 2 . 
' * > » 3 1 f 3 4 * 
The PR E F A C E. ix 


that it is of no Conſequence to the World, whether 
theſe avere true or pretended Miracles: Whether 
Apollonius was an honeſt Man, or a Magician : 
Or whether ever there as ſuch a Man or not. 
For he lefff no Law or Goſpel behind bim, to be 
recerved upon the Credit of thoſe Miracles anhieb 
be is ſaid to have eprought. And | therefore, if 
he did work ſuch, it is no Prejudice to the Truth, 

either of the Law or the Goſpel. S0 that this 
whole Parallel betwixt Apollonius and Chriſt, 

7s altogether impertinent, and ſhews at once the 
Impotence ' as well as Malice of thoſe who mo 

PIE 15915) 

2 This brings me rom Apollonius, fo his new 
Editor among/t us, Charles Blount. For I find 
my ſelf obli. e to accbunt for what I have ſaid 
/ him, p. 41. I have been told, (fince' the firſt 

Edition of this ) That it © has diſobliged fame 
Friends Jar from my Intention) who for Re- 

lation or Meese bad a Regard to the 
Perſon of My Blount, tho not to his Principles; 
and think'that I have uſed him 700. coarſly, he 

being a Gentleman. 

But when it is confidered, Vo he has rotated 
our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour;”;/ike the Soldiers 
who' bowed" the Knee to Him, and ſpit in his 
Face; Who" cried, Hail, King of dern 70 
mock him tbe more outrageouſly, That not 
only in his Comments upon this Hiſtory of Apol- 
lonius, bub. in hit Great Diana, his Oracles of 

Reaſon, and in all his Works, he ſet himſelf, 

1th his whole Might, to oppoſe and ridicule the 


Birth, Paſſion, ee Aſcenſion, and 
0 all 
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all chat is ſaid of our Chriſt and God, in the 

Holy (Goſpel, and all Revealed. Religion. 3 of 

nohich I could give Inſtances out of Number, but 

they are not fit to be heard by Chriſtian Ears; 
and it would gratify the Beil but to bave them 


named; 

Again en that bis moſt, pernicious 
Bols (many of which, «were well nigh Igſi are of 
late, carefully collected and re-printed, (to the 
Scandal of a Chriſtian Country) and diſperſed, 2 
poiſon the Nation; IJ ſay, all this being duly con- 
fſdered, I baue no Apology to make, for calling 
this Man execrable: Nor can 1 retract or com- 
pound it, ſeeing it is come to this, that either his 
blaſphemous Works, | ( who ſet himſelf at the 
Head of the Deiſts, and after whom they now 
copy) or elſe che Goſpel e a Lord wack eſus Sn, 


remain racy] 
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1f Mr Blount bad meddled = 7 the Ar- 
gument, and oppoſed what he could, in that © 
Method; I would\ have thought him worthy of 
civil Treatment ;i as I will any other of the Deiſts, 
abo ball anſwer the Reaſons I have here ſet 
down. And if he can overthrow them, and give 
me better on his Side, I confeſs I ſball chow be 
tempted to turn Infidel 401th him. And to this 
I invite them, I provoke them. .\ But if they 


wil not (as there is little Ae that they 
will) 
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will) then, let them never more value IP * 
as Men of Senſe, at leaſt, let none others aa, ſo, 
 wohile they refuſe to be determined by Reaſon, | 

But, if inflead of Reaſon, they have Recourſe, 
like-Mr Blount; to their old Topick of Buffoonry, 


and ſhew their Parts in witty Satire, and ſcorn, 
and laugh out Prieſt-Craft for an 


Hour together; let them. enjoy the Fruit of their 
Labours, and what they juſtly deſerve to be the - 


Admiration of Fools, and Contempt of all wiſe 


and good Men. And fo 1 leave them. . þ 


G 
G 
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N anſwer to your's of the 
Third Inſtant, I much con- 
dole with you, your unhap- 
py Cireumſtances, of bein | 
hg Placed amongſt ſuch Com- | 
' pany, where, as you ſay, you | 
PR Pat. WAP hear the Sacred 
IDS) and the Hiſtories therein contained, 
8 of Maſes and of Cbriſt, and all 
Revealed Religion turned into Ridicule, by 
1 Men 
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Men who ſet up for Senſe and Reaſon. And 
they ſay, That there is no greater Ground to 
believe in Chr}, than in Mabomet; that all 
theſe Pretences to Revelation are Cheats, and 
eyer have been among Pagans, Jews, Maho- 
metans, and Chriffians; That they are -all 
alike Impoſitions of Cunning and Defigning 

Men, upon the Credulity, at firſt, of imple 
and wnthinking People, till their Numbers in- 
creaſing, their Deluſſons grew popular, came at 
laſt to be eſtabliſhed by Laws ; and then the 
Force of Education and Cuſtom gives a Byaſs 
to the Judgments of After-Ages, till ſuch De- 
ceits come really to be believed, being re- 
ceived upon Truſt. from the Ages foregoing, 
without examining. into the Original and Bot- 
tom of them. Which theſe our modern Men 
of Senſe, (as they deſire to be eſteemed) ſay, 
That they only do, that they only have their 
Judgmenis freed from the laviſh Authority of 
Precedents and Laus, in Matters of Truth, 

which, they ſay, ought only to be decided by 
Reaſon ; tho' by a prudent Compliance with 
Popularity and Laws, they preſerve themſelves 
from Outrage, and Legal Penalties ; for none 
of their Complexion are addicted to Sufferings, 
or Marty rdom. 

Now, Sir, that which you deſire. 2 me, 
is, ſome ſhort Topic of Reaſon, if ſuch can be 
found, whereby, without running to Author;- 
ties, and the intricate Mazes of Learning, 
which breed lung g Diſputes, and which theſe 


Men of Reaſon deay by wholeſale, though; 
they 


3 offs SEES. ag HRS. 5 


with the DEISTS. 3 
they can give no Reaſon for it, only ſuppoſe 
that Authors have been Trutp'd upon us, Inter- 
polated, and Corrupted, fo that no Streſs can be 
laid upon them, tho' it cannot be ſhewn where- 
in they are ſo Corrupted; which, in Reaſon, 
Mm to lie upon them to prove, who alledge 

t; otherwiſe, it is not only a Precarious, but 
a Guilty Plea: And the miore, that they re- 
frain not to quote Books on their fide, for 
whoſe Authority there are flo better, or not ſo 
good Grounds. However, you fay, it makes 
your Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with 
Noiſe and , Clamour, and a Boaſt, That there 
is nothing, at leaſt nothing Certain, to be ſaid 
on the Chriſtian Side. Therefore you are defir- 
ous to find fome One Topic of Reaſon, which 


| ſhould demonſtrate the Truth of the Chriſtian 


Religion, and at the ſame time, diſtinguiſh it 
from the Impoſtures of Mahomet, and the Old 
Pagan World: That our Deiffs may be 
brought to this 7%, and be either oblig'd to 


renounce their Reaſon, and the common Rea- 


fon of Mankind, or to ſubmit to the clear 


Proof, from Reaſon, of the Chriſtian Religion; 
which muſt be ſuch a Proof, as no Impoſture 
can pretend to, - otherwiſe it cannot prove the 
Chriſtian Religion not to be an Inpoſture. 
And, whether fuch a Proof, one ſingle Proof, 
(to avoid Confuſion) is not to be found out, 
you defire to know from me. 

And you ſay, that you cannot imagine, but 


there muſt be ſuch a Proof, © becauſe | every 


Truth is in itſelf Clear, and One; and there- 
B fore 
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4 that One Reaſon for it, if it be the true 
Reaſon, mult be ſufficient ; and, if fufficient, 
it is better than many , for Multiplicity con- 
founds, eſpecially to weak Judgments. 


Sir, you have impos d an hard Task upon 


me, I wiſh I could perform it. For tho' every 
Truth is One, yet our Sight is ſo feeble, that 
we cannot (always) come to it directly, but by 


many Izferences, and laying of things together. 
But 1 think, that in the Caſe before us, 


| there is ſuch a Proof as you require, and I will 


ſet it down as Short and Plain as I can. 


II. Firſt then, I ſuppoſe, that the Truth of 


the Dotirine of CHRIST will be ſufficiently 
evinced, if the Matters of Fact, which are 
recorded of him in the Goſpels, be True ; for 


his Miracles, if True, do vouch the T; ruth of 


what he delivered. 

The ſame is to be Haid as to Moſes. If he 
brought the Children of Mael through the 
Red-Sea, in that mzraculous Manner, which is 
related in Exodus, and did ſuch other wonder= 
ful things as are there told of him, it muſt.ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from GOD: 


Theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can defire, 
and which every De:/# will confeſs he wou'd 


acquieſce in, if he ſaw them with his Eyes. 
Therefore the Streſs of this Cauſe will depend 
upon the Proof of ' theſe Matters of Fact. 
1. And the Method I will take, is, Hirt, 
To 127 down ſuch Rules as to the Truth of 
| Matters 


E 
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Matters of Fad, in General, that where they 
All meet, ſuch Matters of Fact cannot be falſe, 
And then, Secondly, To ſhew that all theſe 
Rules do meet in the Matters of ' Faff, of 
Moſes, and , Cbriſt; and, that they do not 
meet in the Matters of Fatt of Mahomet, of 
the Heathen Deities, or can poſſibly meet in 
any Impoſture whatſoever, OY 

2. The Rules are theſe, 1K. That the Mat- 
ters of Fact be ſuch, as that Mens out: . 
ward Senſes, their Eyes and Ears, map 
be Judges of it, 2. That it be done Pub, 
lickly, in the Face of the TUorld, 3. That 
not only publjck Monuments be kept up 
in mexuory of it, but ſome. outwary 
Actions to be perform d. 4. That ſuch Mo- 
numents and ſuch Actions or Obſervances be 
Inſtituted, and do commence from the Time 


that the Matter of Fact was done. 


3- The Two firſt Rules make it impoſſible 


for any ſuch Matter of Fact to be impos'd up- 


on Men, at that Time when ſuch Matter of Fact 
was ſaid to be done, becauſe every Man's Eyes 
and Senſes would contradict itt For Example, 
Suppole any Man ſhou'd pretend, that Veſter- 
day he divided the Thames, in Preſence of all 
the People of London, and carried the whole 


City, Men, Women, and Children, over to 


Southwark, on dry Land, the Waters ſtanding 
like Walls on both Sides; I fay, it is morally 
impoſſible that he could perſuade the People 


of London, that this was true, when every 


Man, Woman, and Child, could contradict him, 
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and ſay, That this was a notorious Falſhood, 
for that they had not ſeen the Thames ſo di- 
vided, or had gone over on dry Land. There- 
fore I take it for Granted, (and I ſuppoſe, 
with the Allowance of all the Deiſis in the 
World) that no ſuch Impoſition could be put 


upon Men, at the Time when ſuch publick 


Matter of Fatt was ſaid to be done. 

. Therefore it only remains that ſuch 
Matter of Fa& might be invented ſome time 
after, when the Men of that Generation, 
wherein the Thing was ſaid to be done, are all 
paſt and gone; and the Credulity of after Ages 


might be impos d upon, to believe that Things 


were done in former Ages, which were not. 
And for this, the Tao laſt Rules ſecure us 
as much as the Two firſt Rules, in the former 
Caſe ; for whenever ſuch Matter of Fatt came 
to be invented, if not only Monuments were 
ſaid to remain of i it, but likewiſe that publick 
Actions and Obſervances were conſtantly uſed 
ever ſince the Matter of Fat was ſaid to be 
done, the Deceit muſt be detected, by no ſuch 


Monuments appearing, and by the Experience | 


of every Man, Woman, and Child, who muſt 
know that no ſuch Actions or Obſervances 


were ever us'd by them. For Example, Sup- 


poſe I ſhould now invent a Story of ſuch a 
Thing, done a Thouſand Years ago, I might, 


perhaps, get ſome to believe it; but if 1 tay, | 


that not only fuch a Thing was done, but that 
from that Day to this, every Man, at the Age 
of Twekoe Years, had a Joint of his little Fin- 


ger 
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ger cut off; and that every Man in the Na- 
tion did want a Joint of ſuch a Finger; and 
that this Iſtitution was ſaid to be Part of the 
Matter of Fact done ſo many Years ago, and 
vouch'd as a Progf and Confirmation of it, and 
as having deſcended, without Interruption, and 
been conſtantly practis d, in memory of ſuch 
Matter of Fact all along, from the Time that 
ſuch Matter of Fact was done: I ſay, it is im- 
poſſible I ſhould be believ d in ſuch a Caſe, be- 
cauſe every one could contradict me, as to the 
Mark of cutting off a Joint of the Finger; and 
that being Part of my original Matter of Fact, 


_ muſt demonſtrate the whole to be falſe. 


III. Let us now come to the Second Point, 
to ſhew, that the Matters of Fact of Mes, 


and of Chrift, have all theſe Rules, or Marks, 


before mention'd ; and that neither the Mat- 
ters of Fact of Mabomet, or what is reported 


of the Heathen Deities, have the like; and 


that no Impo/ture can have them all. 

1. As to Moſes, I ſuppoſe it will be al- 
low'd me, That he could not have perſuaded 
Goo Men, that he had brought them out of 
Egypt, through the Red-Sea; fed them 40 


Years, without Bread, by miraculous Manna, 


and the other Matters of Fact recorded in his 
Books, if they had not been true. Becauſe every 


Man's Senſes that were then alive, muſt have 


contradicted it. And therefore he muſt have 
impos'd upon all their Senſes, if he could have 
made them believe it, when it was fa//e and no 
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ſuch Thin; s done. So that here are the Fir and 
Second of the above-mentioned Four Marks. 
For the fame Reaſon, it was equally impoſſi- 
ble for him to have made them receive his Five 
Books, as Truth, and not to have rejected them, 
as a manifeſt Inpoſture; which told of all theſe 
Things as done before their Eyes, if they had 
not been ſo done. See how poſitively he ſpeaks 
to them, Deut. xi. 2. to ver. 8. And know you 
this Day, for I ſpeak not with your Children, 
zobich have not known, and which have not 
ſeen the Chaſtiſement of the Lord your God, his 
Greatneſs, his mighty Hand, and his fretched 
out Arm, and his Miracles, and his Ads, 
which be did in the 7 of Egypt, unto Pha- 
raoh, tbe King of Egypt, and unto all his 
Land, and War he did unto the Army of 
E gypt, wnto their Horſes, and to their Cha- 
riots; how he made the Water of the Red-Sea 
to overflow them as they purſued after you; and 
how the Lord hath deſtroyed them unto this Day : 
And -what be did unto you in the Wilderneſs, 
until ye came into this Place; and what he did 
unto Dathan, and Abiram, the Sons of Eliab, 
the Son of Reuben, how the Earth opened ber 
Mouth, and fwallowed them up, and their Houſ- 
belds, and their Tents, and all the Subſtance that 
was in their Poſſeſion, in the midſt of all Iſrael, 
But your Eyes have ſeen all the great Acls of the 
Lord, which be did, &c. | 
From hence we muſt ſuppoſe it impoſſible 
that theſe Books of _ Moſes, (if an mp) 
could me. been invented and put upon 
People 
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People who were then alive, when all theſe . 


things were ſaid to be done. 

The utmoſt therefore that even a Suppoſe can 
ſtretch to, is, That theſe Books were wrote in 
ſome Age after Mo ſes, and put out in his Name. 

And to this, 1 ſay, That if it was ſo, it 
was impoſlible that thoſe Books ſhould have 
been receiv'd, as the Books of Moſes, in that 
Age wherein they may have been ſuppos'd to 


| have been firſt invented. Why? Becauſe they 


ſpeak of themſelves as deliver 4 by Moſes, and 


kept in the Ark from his time. And it came to 


pas, when Moſes had made an end of writ- 
ing the Words of this Law in a Book, until 


they were finiſhed, that Moſes commanded the 


Levites abo bare the rk of the Covenant of the 
Lord, ſaying, Take this Book of the Law, and 
put it in the Side of the Ark of the Covenant of 
the Lord your God, that it may be thore for. a 
Witneſs againſt thee, Deut. xxxi. 24, 25, 26. 
And there was a Copy of this Book to be left 
likewiſe with the King. And it ſhall be, when 
he ſitteth upon the Throne of his Kingdom, that 
he ſhall write him a Copy of this Law m a 
Book, out of that which 1s before the Prieſts the 
Levites: And it ſball be with him, and he 
Jhall read therein all the Days of his Life : That 
he may learn to fear the ford bis God, to keep 
all the Words of this Law, and theſe Statutes, to 
do them, Deut. xvii. . 

Here you ſee that this Book of the Law, 
ſpeaks of itſelf, not only as an Hiſtory, or Re- 
lation, of what things were then done: But as 

Wa | the 
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the fanding and Municipal Law and Statutes of 
the Nation of the Fews, binding the King as 
well as the People. | 

Now, in whatever Age after Moſes, you will 
ſuppoſe this Book to have been Forged, it was 
impoſſible it cou'd be receiv'd as Truth ; be- 
cauſe it was not then to be found, Anne in the 
Ark, or with the King, or any where elſe: For 


When firſt Invented, every body muſt know, 


that they had never heard of it before. 
And therefore they cou'd leſs believe it to be 


- the Book of their Statutes, and the ſtandin g Law 


of the Land, which they had all along received, 
and by which they had been Governed. 

_ Cou'd any Man, now at this New. | invent 
a Book of Statutes, or Ads of Parliament for 
England, and make it paſs upon the Nation 


as the only Book of Statutes that ever they had 


known? As impoſſible was it for the Books 
of Moſes, (if they were invented in any Age 
aſter Moſes) to have been receiy d for what 
they declare themſelves to be, viz, The Sta- 
tutes and Municipal Law of the Nation of 
the Jews: And to have perſuaded the Jews, 
that they had Own'd and Acknowledg'd theſe 
Boks, all along from the Days of Mo es, 
to that Day in which they were "firſt invent- 
ed, that is, that they had Own'd them be- 
fore they had ever ſo hrs as Heard of them, 

ay, more, the whole Nation muſt, in an 
Inſtant, forget their former Laws and Govern- 
ment, if they cou'd receive theſe Books, a9 
being their Former Laws, And |. they cou'd 
no 
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not otherwiſe receive them, becauſe they 


vouch'd themſelves ſo to be. Let me ask 
the Deiſts but this One ſhort Queſtion, was 
there ever a Book of Sham-Laws, which were 
not the Laus of the Nation, Palm'd upon any 
People, ſince the World began? If not, With 
what Face can they ſay this of the Book of 
Laws of the Jews? Why will they ſay that 
of them, which they confeſs impoſſible in any 
Nation, or among any People? 

But they muſt be yet more Unreaſon- 


able, For the Books of Moſes have a further 


Demonſtration of their Truth, than even 
other Law-Books have: For they not only 
contain the Laws, but give an Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of their Hiſtitution, and the Practice of 
them from that Time: As of the Paſſover in 
Memory of the Death of the Fir- 
Porn in Egypt: And that the ſame 
Pay, all the P:7/#-Born of Iſrael, 

both of Man and Beaſt, were, by a perpetual 
Law, dedicated to God: And the Levites 


Num. viii. 
17, 18. 


taken for all the Firſt-Born of the Children of 


Iſrael. That Aaron's Rod which budded, was 
kept in the Art, in Memory of the Rebellion, 
and wonderful Deſtruction of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram; and for the Confirmation of the 
Prieſthood to the Tribe of Levi. As likewiſe 
the Pot of Manna, in Memory of their having 
been fed with it 4o Years in the Wilderneſs. 
That the Brazen-Serpent was kept (which re- 
mained to the Days of Hezekiah, 2 Kings xvii. 
4.) in Memory of that wonderful Delive- 

rance 
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rance by only Lookrng upon it, from the Biting 
of the-Fiery-Serpents, Num. xxi. g. The Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, in Memory of the dreadful Ap- 
ance of God upon Mount Hore &c. © 
And befides theſe Remembrances of particu- 
lar Afions and Occurrences, there were other 
ſolemn Infiitutions in Memory of their Deli- 
verance out of Egypt, in the General, which in- 
cluded all the Particulars. As of the Sabbath, 
Deut. v. 15. Their daily Sacrifices, and Yearly 
Expiation ; their New-Moons, and ſeveral Feaſts 
and Feſts. So that there were Yearly, Monthly, 
' Weekly, Daily Remembrances, and Recognitions 
ef theſe things. 
And, not only ſo, but the Books of the ſame 
Moſes tell us, that a particular Tribe (of Levi) 
was. Appornted and Conſecrated by God, as his 
Prieſis; by whoſe Hands and none other, 
the Sacr:fices of the People were to be offer'd, 
and theſe ſolemn I»/ztutions to be celebrated. 
That it was Death for any other to approach 
the Altar. That their High-Prieſt wore a 
Glorious Mitre, and Magnificent Robes of 
God's own Contrivance, with the miraculous 
Vim and Thummim in his Breaſt-plate, whence 
the divine Reſponſes were given. 
Numbers That at his Word, the King, and 
E999, all the Pecple were to go out, and 
Der xvii-' to come in. That theſe Levites were 
"en. 15... likewiſe the Chief Judges, even in all 
Cuil Cauftes, 2 was Death 
co reſiſt their Sentence. Now when- 
ever it can be ſuppos'd that theſe Books of 
_ 
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Moſas were forged, in ſome Ages after Moſes, 


it is impoſſible they cou'd have been received 


as True, unleſs the Fargers could have made 
the whole Nation believe, that they had received 
theſe Books from their Fathers, had been in- 
ſtructed in them when they were Children, and 


had taught them to their Children; moreover, 


that they had all been circumciſed, and did 
circumciſe their Cbildren, in purſuance to 
what was commanded in theſe Books; that 
they had obſerved the yearly Paſſover, the 
weekly Sabbath, the New Moons, and all theſe 
ſeveral Feaſts, Faſts, and Ceremonies, com- 
manded in theſe Books: That they had never 


eaten any Swrnes Fleſh, or other Mears pro- 


hibited in theſe Books : That they had a mag- 
nificent Tabernacle, with a viſible: Prieſthood 
to Adminiſter in it, which was confined to 
the Tribe of Levi; over whom, was placed a 
glorious Higb-Prieſt, cloth'd with great and 
mighty Prerogatives; whoſe Death only 
cou'd deliver thoſe that were fled 

to the Cities of Refuge. And that * ru 
Judges, even in Civil Matters: I ſay, was it 
poſſible to have perſuaded a whole Nation of 
Men, that they had Known and Practiſed all 
theſe Things, if they had not done it? Or, 
Secondly, To have received a Book for Truth, 


which ſaid they had practiſed them, and ap- 


al'd to that Practice? So that here are the 


Third and Fourth of the Marks above-men- 


tioned, » 
1 But 
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But now let us deſcend to the utmoſt De- 
gre. of Suppoſition, viz. That theſe Things 
were Practiſed, before theſe Books: of Miſes 
were Forged; and that theſe Books did only 
impoſe upon the Nation, in making them be- 
keve, That they had kept theſe Obſervances 
in Memory of fach and ſuch Fhingez as were 


inſerted in thoſe Books. 
Well then, let us.proceed upon this Suppo- 


fitzon, (however groundleſs) and now, will 


not the ſame Impaſſibilities occur, as in the 


former. Caſe? For, Fiiſt, This muſt ſuppoſe 


that the Jews kept all theſe Obſervances in 
Memory of Nothing, or without knowing 
any thing of their nnn or the Reaſon 


why they kept them. Whereas theſe very 


Glu, did expreſs the Ground and Rea- 


fon of their being kept, as the Paſſover, in 


Memory of God's Paſjing-over the Children of 
the Iſraelites, in that Night wherein he flew 


all the. Fit. born of Egypt, and ſo of the 


reſt, 
But, Secondly, Let us ö ſuppoſs, contrary both 


to Reaſon, and Matter of Fact, That the 


fews did not know any Reaſon at all, why 
they kept theſe Obſervances; yet was it poſ- 
fible to put it upon them, That they had ep 
theſe Obſervances in Memory of what they had 
never heard of before that Day, whenſoever 
you will ſuppoſe that theſe Books of Moſes 
were firſt Forged? For Example, ſuppoſe I 
ſthou'd now forge ſome Romantick Story, of 


ftrange Things done Iooo Years ago, and in 
I Confirmation 
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Confirmation of this, ſhould endeavour to 
perſuade the Chriſtian World, That they had 
all along, from that Day to this, kept the 
Firſt-Day of the Week, in Memory of ſuch an 
Hero, an Appollonius, a Barcoſbas, or a Ma- 
homet; and had all been Baptized in his 
Name; and Swore by his Name, and upon that 
very Book - (which 1 had then forged, and 
which they never ſaw before) in their publick 
Fudicatures ; that this Book was their Goſpel 
and Law, which they had ever ſince that 
Time, theſe 10co Years paſt, univerſally re- 
ceiv'd' and own'd, and none other. I would 
ask any Deiſt, whether he thinks it poſſible, 
that ſuch a Cheat cou'd paſs, or ſuch a Legend 
be receiv'd as the Goſpel of Chriſtians ; and that 
they could be made believe, that they never 
had had any other Goſpel? The ſame Reaſon 
is as to the Books of Moſes; and muſt be, as to 
every Matter of Fact, which has all the Four 
Marks before-mentioaed ; and theſe Marks ſe- 
cure any ſuch Matter of Fact as much from 
being invented and impos d in any after Ages, as 
at the Time when ſuch Matters of Fact xy 
ſaid to be done. 

Let me give one very familiar hte 
more in this Caſe, There is the Szonbenge on 
Saliſbury-Plain, every body knows it; and yet 
none knows the Reaſon why thoſe. Great Stones 
were ſet there, or by whom, or in memory of 
what. | N 
Nou ſuppoſe I ſhou'd write a Book To-mor- 
row, * tell there, That theſe Stones were 
| {et 
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ſet up by Hercules, Polyphemus, or Garagan- 


tus, in memory of ſuch and, ſuch of +, 
Actions, And, for 2 further Confirmation of 


this, ſhou'd ſay, in this Book, That it was 


wrote at the Time when ſuch Actions were 
done, and by the very Aclors themſelves, or 


Eye-Mitneſſes. And that this Book had been 


#60etvhd as Truth, and quoted by | Authors of 
the greateſt Reputation in all Ages fince. 
Moreover, that-this:Book was well known in 
England, and enjeyn d by Ad of Parliament, 
to be taught our Children, and that we did 
teach it our Children, and had been taught it 
ourſelves when we were Children. I ask any: 
Dei, Whether he thinks this could paſs up- 
on England] And whether, If I, or any other, 
ſhould "ink upon it, we ſhould not, inſtead of 
being believ'd, be ſent to Bed/am? 

Nox let us compare this with the Honclenge, 
as 1 may call it, or Twelve great Stones ſet up 
at Gilgal, which is told in the ivth Chapter of 
Joann. There it is ſaid, ber. 6. that the Rea- 


ſon why they were ſet up, was, that when 


their Children, in after Ages, ' ſhould ask the 
EN of it, ſhould. be told them. _ 
And the Thing, in Memory of which they 
were ſet up, was ſuch as cou'd not poſſibly be 
impos d upon that Notion, at that Time, when 
5 was ſaid to be done, it was as wonderful 
and miraculous as their Paſſage thro' the Red- 
. 
And withal, free from a very poor Objection, 
which the Deifts have advanc'd againſt that 


Miracle 
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Miracle of the Red-Sea: Thinking to ſalve 
it by a Spring-Tide, with the Concurrence of 
a ſtrong Wind, happening at the ſame Time; 
which left t he Sand ſo dry, as that the Maelites 
being all Foct, might paſs thro' the Ou 
Places and Holes, which. it muſt be ſuppoſed 
the Sea left behind it: But that the Egyp- 
tians, being all Horſe and Chariots, ſtuck in 
thoſe Holes, and were entangled, ſo as that 
they cou d not march ſo faſt as the 1/rael/ites: 
And that this was all the Meaning of its 
being ſaid, That God took off their (the 
Egytians) Chariot-Wheels, that they drove 
them heavily. So that they wou'd make no- 
thing extraordinary, at leaſt, not .mraculous, 
in all this Action. 3 
This is advanc'd in Le Clerc's Diſſertations 
upon Geneſis, lately printed in Holland, and 
that Part with others of the like Tendency, 
endeavouring to reſolve other Miracles, as that 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. into mere 
Natural Cauſes, are put into Engliſb by the 
well known T. BROWN, for the Edification of 
the Deiſis in England, „ 
But theſe Gentlemen have forgot, that the 
Iſraelites, had great Herd of many Thouſand 
Cattle with them; which wou'd be apter to 
ſtray, and fall into thoſe Holes, and Owyey 
Places in the Sand, than Horſes with Riders, 
who might direct them. EN 
But ſuch precarious, and filly Suppoſes, are 
not worth the Anſwering. If there had been 
no more in this Paſſage thro' the . 
| than 


« 
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than that of a Spring-Tide, &c. It had beets 
_ Impoſlible for Moſes to have made the Maelites 
believe that Relation given of it in Exodus ,with 
fo many Particulars, which themſelves ſaw, to 
be true. 

And all thoſe Scriptures which magnify this 
Action, and appeal to it as a full Demonſtration 
of the miraculous Power of God, mult be re- 

uted as Romance or Legend. 

I ſay this, for the Sake of ſome Chriſtians, 
who think it no Prejudice to the, Truth of the 
Hoy Bible, but rather an Advantage, as ren- 
dering it more eaſy to be believ'd, if they can 
folve whatever ſeems Miraculous in it, by the 
Power of ſecond Caufes : And fo to make all, as 
they ſpeak, Natural, and Eaſy. Whetein, if 
they cou'd prevail, the natural and eaſy Reſult 
wou'd be, not to believe one Word in all thoſe- 
Satred Oracles. For if things be not, as they 
are told in any Relation, that Relation muſt be 
falſe. And if falſe in Part, we cannot Truſt to 
it, either in Mpole, or in Part, 


Here are to be excepted. Miſ-T; ranſlations, 


and Errors, either in Copy, or in Preſs. But 
where there is no Room for fuppoſing of theſe, 
as where all Copies do agree; there we muſt 
either Receive all, or Reject all. I mean in 
any Book that pretends to be written from the 
Mouth of God. For in other common Hiſtories, 
we may believe Part, and reject Part, as we ſee 

| 
But to return. The Paſſage of the Iſraelitet 
over Jordan, in Memoy of which thoſe 
| Stones 
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Stones at Gilgal were ſet up, is free from all 
thoſe little Carpings. before mentioned, that 
are made as to the Paſſage thro'-the Red- Sed. 
For Notice was given to the Mraelites the Day 
before, of this great Miracle to be done, J. 
iii. 5. It was done at Noon- day, before the 
whole Nation. And when the Waters of Yor- 
dan were divided, it was not at any Low Ebb, 
but at the Time when that River over-flrwed 
all his Banks, ver. 15. And it was done, not 
by W:nds, or in length of Time, which Winds 
muſt take to do it: But all on the ſudden, 
as ſoon as the Feet of the , Prieſts that bare 
the, Ark. were dipped in the Brim of the Mater. 
Then the Waters which came down from as 
bove, flood and roſe up upon an Heap, very far 


from the City Adam, that is beſide Zaretan z 


And thoſe that came down toward the Sea of 
the Plain, even the Salt-Sea, failed, and were 
cu off: And the People paſſed over, right a- 
gainſt Jericho. The Prigſt ſtood in the midſt 
of Jordan, till all the Armies of Iſrael had 
paſſed over. And it came to paſs, when the 
Prieſts that bare the Ark of the Covenant of 
the Lord, were come up, out of the Midſt of 
Jordan, and the Soles of the Prieſis Feet 
were ift up upon the Dry-land, that the 
Waters of Jordan returned unto their Place, 
and flowed over all bis Banks as they did 
before, And the People came up out of 
Jordan, on the Tenth Day of the firſt Month, 
and encamped in Gilgal on the Eaſt Border 


of Je richo. And * Twelve Stones which 
they 
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root out of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in 


2 gal. And he ſpake unta the Children of 


Iſrael, ſaying, When your Children ſhall aſe 
their Fathers in Time to came, ſaying, What 
mean theſe Stones? Then ſhall ye let your 
Children know, ſaying, Iſrael came over this 
Jordan on dry Land. For the Lord your God 
dryed up the Waters of Jordan from before you, 
until ye were ' paſſed over; as the Lord your 
God did to the Red-Sea, which He ded" up, 


from before us, until we were gone over. That 


all the People of the Earth might know the 


Hand of 'the Lord, that it is Mighty : That ye 
might fear the Lord Jour God for ever. Chap. 


Iv. from ver. 18. 


If the Paſſage over the Red. Sea, had been 


only taking Advantage of a Spring Tide, or 
the like; How would this teach all the Pro- 
ple of the Earth, that the Hand of the Lord 
was Mighty ! How would a Thing, no more 
remarkable, have been taken Notice of thro' 
all the World! How would it have taught 
Tfrael to fear the Lord, when they muſt know, 
that notwithſtanding, of all theſe 61g Words, 
there was ſo Little in it! How could they have 
behev'd, or receiv'd a Book, as Truth, which 


they knew, told the Matter ſo far En; | 


from what it was! 

But, as I faid, this Paſſage over Jordan, 
Which is here compar'd to that of the Red- 
Sea, is free from all thoſe Cauils that are made, 


as to that of the.  Rea-Sea, and is a further 
Atteſtation 
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Atteſtation to it, being ſaid to be done in the 
ſame Manner as was that of the Red. Se. 

Now, to form our Argument, let Us ſup- 
poſe, that there never was any ſuch Thing as 
that Paſſage over Jordan. That theſe Stones 
at Gilgal were ſet up, upon ſome other Oc- 
caſion, in ſome After-Age. And then, that 
ſome deſigning Man invented this Book of 
Foſhua, and faid, that it was wrote by Joſhua 
at that Time. And gave this Stonage at Gilgal, 
fer a Teſtimony of the Truth of it. Would not 
every Body ſay to him, We know the Stonage 
at Gilgal, but we never heard before of this 
Reaſon for it: Nor of this Book of Joſhua + 
Where has it been all this while? And here, 
and How came you, after ſo many Ages, to 
find it? Beſides, this Book tells Us, that 


this Paſſage over Jordan was ordain'd to be 


taught our Children, from Age to Age: And 
therefore, that they were always to be In- 


ſtructed in the Meaning of that Stonage at 


Gilgal, as a Memorial of it. But we were ne- 
ver taught it, when we were Children; nor 
did ever teach our Children any ſuch Thing. 
And it is not likely, That could have been 
forgotten, while ſo remarkable a Stonage did 


continue, which was ſet up for that, and no 


And if, for the Reaſons before given, no 
ſuch Inpoſition, could be put upon Us, as to 
the Stonage in Saliſbury-Plain; How much 
leſs could it be as to the &onage at Gilgal? 


S2 And 
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And if where we know not the Reaſon of a 


bare naked Monument, ſuch a Sham-Reaſs zſon can- 


not be impoſed; How much more is it impoſ- 


ſible to impoſe upon Us, in Actions and Obſer- 
vances, which we celebrate in Memory of par- 


ticular Paſſages? How impoſſible to make Us 


forget thoſe Paſſages which we daily Commemo 
rate; and perſuade Us, that we had always kept 
ſuch I/titutions in Memory of what we never 
heard of before ; that is, that We knew It; 


before we knew it! - 


And if we find it en impoſſible for an. 


Impo/ition to be put upon Us, even in ſome. 
Things, which have not all the Four-Marks 


before- mentioned: How much more impoſſi- 


ble is it, that any Deceit ſhould be in that 


Thing, where all the Four-Marks do meet | 


This has been ſhewed in the Fi es, as 


to the Matters of Fact to Moſes. .. 


2. Therefore, I come now Secondly to 
ſhew, that, as in the Matters of Fact of Maſes, 
ſo likewiſe, all theſe Four Marks do meet. 


in the Matters of Fact, which are recorded, 


in the Goſpel, of Our Blefled Saviour. And 
my Work herein, will be the ſhorter, becauſe. 
all that is ſaid before, of Moſes and his Books, 


is every Way applicable to Chriſt and His 


Goſpel. His Works, and Miracles, are there 


ſaid to be done publichly, in [the Face of the 
World, as He argued to his Accuſers, I ſpake 


openly to the World, and in Secret have I ſaid 
Nothing, John xviii. 20. It is told, A&s ii. 41. 


that Three Thouſand at one Time; and, Als 
* | IV. 
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v. 4. that aboye Fi ive Thouſand at another 
Tinte, were converted, upon Conviction of 
what themſelves. had ſeen, what had been 
done publickly before their Eyes, wherein it 
was impoſſible to have impoſed upon them. 


Therefore here were the two Firſt of the Rules 


before- mentioned. . 
Then for the Two ſecond: Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper, were inſtituted as perpe- 
tual Memorials of theſe Things; and they 
were not inſtituted in After-Ages, but at the 
very Time, when theſe Things were faid to 
be done; and have been obſerved without In- 
terruption, in all Ages through the whole 
Chriſtian World, down all the Way, from 
that Time to this. And Chriſt Himſelf did 


ordain Apoſtles, and other Miniſters, of His 


Goſpel to Preach, and Adminiſter, theſe Sacra- 
ments; and to Govern His Church: And that 
always, even unto the End of the Math. 
World. Accordingly they have con- iii. 20. 
tinued by regular Succeſſion to this Day: And, 
no Doubt, ever ſhall, while the Earth ſhall laſt. 
So that the Chriſtian Clergy are as. notorious a 
Matter of Fat, as the Tribe of Levi among the 
Tews. And the Goſpel is as much a Law to the 
Chriſtians, as the Books of Moſes to the fews : 
And it being Part of the Matters of Fad? re- 
Jated in the Goſpel, that ſuch an Order of Men, 


were appointed by Chri/?, and to continue to the 


End of the World ; conſequently, if the Goſpel 
was a Hidtion, and invented (as it muſt be) 
on ſome Ages after Chriſt; then, at that 

7 C 3 Time, 
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Time, when it was firſt invented, there could 
be no ſuch Order of Clergy, as derived them- 
ſelves from the Inſtitution of Chriſt; which 
muſt give the Lye to the Goſpel, and demon- 
ſtrate the whole to be Falſe. And the Matters 
of Fact of Chriſt being preſſed to be True, no 
otherwiſe than as there was, at that Time 
- (whenever the Deiſis will ſuppoſe the Goſpel 
to be Forged) not only publick Sacraments of 


Chri/?s Inſtitution, but an Order of Clergy, 


likewiſe of his Appointment, to Admini/ter 
them: And it being impoſſible there could be 
any ſuch Things before they were Invented, 
it is as impoſſible that they ſhould be Received 
when Invented. And therefore, by what was 
ſaid above, it was as impoſſible to have im- 
poſed upon Mankind in this Matter, by in- 
venting of it in Aſter-Ages, as at the Time 
when thoſe Things were ſaid to be done. 

3. The Matters of Fact of Mahomet, or what 
is Fabled of the Deities, do all want ſame of the 
aforeſaid four Rules, whereby the Certainty of 
Matters of Fact is demonſtrated. Firſt, for Ma- 
homet, he pretended to no Miracles, as he tells 
us in his Acaran, c. 6, &c, and thoſe which are 
commonly told of him paſs among the Mabo- 
metans themſelves, but as Legendary Fables; and 
as ſuch, are rejected by the Wiſe and Learned 
among them; as the Legends of their Saints are 
in the Church of Rome, See Dr Prideaux's Life 
of Mahomet, Page 34. 

But, in the. next Place, thoſe which are 
told cf ü do all want the Two firſt Rules 

before- 


. 
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before-mention'd. For his pretended Converſe 


with the Moon; his Merſa, or Night- Journey 


from Mecca to Jeruſalem, and thence to Hea- 
ven, &c, were not performed before any Body. 
We have only his own Word fer them. And 
they are as groundleſs as the Deluſions of Fox, 
or Muggleton, among ourſelves. The fame 
is to be ſaid (in the ſecond Place) of the Fa- 
bles of the Heathen Gods, of Mercury's ſtealin 

Sheep, Jupiters turning himſelf into a Bull, 


and the like ; beſides the Folly, and Unworthi- 


neſs, of ſuch ſenſeleſs pretended Miracles. And 
morever, the Wiſe among the Heatbens did 
reckon no- otherwiſe of theſe, but as Fables, 
which had a Mythology, or Myſtical Meaning in 
them, of which ſeveral of them have given us 
the Rationale, or Explication, And it is plain 
enough that Ovid meant no other by all his 
Metamorphoſes. | POT RET 

It is true, the Heathen Deities had their 
Prieſts: They had likewiſe. Feaſts, Games, 
and other publick Inſtitutions, in Memory of 
them. But all theſe want the Fourth Mark, 
viz, That ſuch Prieſthood and In/titutions 


ſhould Commence from the Time that ſuch 


Things as they Commemorate, were ſaid to 
be done; otherwiſe they. cannot ſecure After- 
Ages from the Inpoſture, by detecting it, at 
the Time when firſt Invented, as hath been 


argued before. But the Bacchanalia, and other 


Heathen Feaſts, were inſtituted many Ages 
after what was reported of theſe Gods, was 


ſaid to be done, and therefore can be no Proof 
"WA - | of 


26 A Short and Eaſy Mx rhop 
of them. And the Priefts of Bacchus, Apollo, 

| &c. were not Ordained by theſe ſuppoſed Gods : 
But were appointed by others, in After-Ages, 
only in Honour to them. And therefore theſe 
Orders of Prieſis are no Evidence to the Truth 
of the Matters of Fatt, which are reported of 
their Gods, 8 


IV. Now to apply what has been faid, | 
You may challenge all the Dei/ts in the World | 
to ſhew any Action that is Fabulous, which | 
has all the four Rules, or Marks, before-men- | 
tioned, No, it is impoſlible. And (to reſume 
a little what is ſpoke to before) the Hiſtories 
of Exodus, and the Goſpel, could never have 
been received, if they had not been true; be- 
cauſe the Inſtitution of the Prieſthood of f 
Levi and of Chrift ; of the Sabbath, the Paſ- 5 
ſover, of Circumciſion, of Baptiſm, and the F 
Lord's Supper, &c. are there related, as de- 7 

t 
I 


ſcending all the Way down from thoſe Ti imes, 
without Interruption. And it is full as im- 
poſſible to perſwade Men, that they had been 
Circumciſed, Baptized, had Circumciſed, or 1 
Baptized their Children, celebrated Paſſovers, = 
Sabbaths, Sacraments, &c. under the Govern- E 
ment and Adminiſtration of a certain Order 


of Prieſts, if _ had done none of theſe \ 
Things, as to make them believe that they tl 
had gone through Seas upon Dry-Land, ſeen E 
the Dead raiſed, &c. And without believing A 
of theſe, it was impoſſible that either the ſe 
Low, or the Goſpel, en have been received. F 


And 
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And the Truth of the Matters of Fat of 
Exodus and the Goſpel, being no otherwife 


preſſed upon Men, than as they have practiſed 


ſuch public Inſtitutions; it 1s appealing to 
the Senſes of Mankind for the Truth of them: 
And makes it impoſſible for any to have in- 
vented ſuch Stories in After-Ages, without a 
palpable Detection of the Cheat, when firſt 
invented; as impoſſible as to have impoſed up- 
on the Senſes of Mankind, at the Time when 
ſuch public Matters of Fact were ſaid to be 
done. | | | 


V. I do not ſay, that every thing which 
wants theſe four Marks is Falſe : But, that no- 
thing can be Falſe which has them All. 
No manner of Doubt, that there was ſuch 
a Man as Julius Ceſar, that he fought at 
Pharſalia, was killed in the Senate-Houſe - 
And many other Matters of Fact of Antient 
times, tho' we keep no public Obſervances in 
Memory of them | | 

But this ſhews that the Matters of Fact of 
Moſes, and of Chr:i/f, have come down to Us 


better guarded, than any other Matters of Fact, 


how true ſoever. 

And yet our Deiſts who would laugh any 
Man out of the World, as an irrational Brute, 
that ſhould offer to deny Cez/ar or Alexander, 
Homer or Virgil, their publick Works and 
Actions ; do, at the ſame time, value them- 
ſelves as the only Men of WMit and Senſe, of 
Free, Generous, and Unbyaſſed Judgments for 


ridiculing 
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ridiculing the Hiſtories of Moſes and Chri/t, 


that are infinitely better attefted, and guard 
ed with infallible Marks, which the others 

VI. Befides that, the Importance of the Sub- 
jet, would oblige all Men to enquire more 


| narrowly into the one, than the other : For 


what Conſequence is it to me, or to the World, 
whether there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, whe- 
ther he beat, or was beaten at Pharſalia, whe- 
ther Homer or Virgil, wrote ſuch Books, and 
whether what is related in the Liads or Aneids, 


be True, or Falſe? It is not Two-Pence up or 


down to any Man in the World. And there- 
fore, it is worth no Man's while to enquire in- 


to it, either to Oppoſe, or Juſtify the Truth, of 


theſe Relations. 

But our very Souls and Bodies, both this Life 
and Eternity, are- concerned in the Truth of 
what is related in the Holy Scriptures; and there- 
fore, Men would be more inquiſitive to ſearch 
into the Truth of theſe, than of any other 
Matters of Fact; examine, and ſift them nar- 
rowly; and find out the Deceit, if any ſuch 


could be found: For it concerned them Nearly: 


and was of the laſt Importance to them. 
How unreaſonable then is it to reject theſe 


Matters of Fact, ſo fifted, ſo examined, and 


fo atteſted, as no other Matters of Fadi in 
the World ever were; and yet, to think it 


the moſt highly Unreaſonable, even to Mad- 


nfs to deny other Matters of Fatt, * have 
not 
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not the thouſandth Part of their Evidence, and 


are of no Conſequence at all to Us, whether True 
or Falſe. 


VII. There are ſeveral other 7 opicks, 5 
whence the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 
is evinced, to all who will Judge by Reaſon, 
and give themſelves leave to Conſider. As the 
Improbability that Ten or Twelve poor illite- 
rate Fiſhermen, ſhould form a Deſign of con- 
verting the whole World to believe the De- 
lufious ; and the Impoſſibility of their effecting 
it, without Force of Arms, Learning, Ora- 
tory, or any one viſible Thing that could re- 
commend them! And to impoſe a Doctrine, 
quite oppoſite to the Ly/is and Pleaſures of 
Men, and all worldly Advantages, or Enjoy- 
ments! And this, in an Age of ſo great Learn- 
ing, and Sagacity, as that, wherein the Goſpel 
was firſt Preached | That theſe Apo/iles ſhould 
not only undergo all the Scorn and Contempt, 
but the ſevereſt Perſecutions and moſt cruel 
Deaths that could be inflicted, in Atteſtation 
to what themſelves knew to be a meer Deceit, 
and Forgery, of their own Contriving! Some 
have. ſuffered for Errors which they thought 
to be Truth : But never any for what them- 
ſelves knew to be. Lies. And the Apoſtles 
muſt know what they taught to be Lies, if 
it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of thoſe things 


Which they ſaid, they had both /eer: 


and heard, had locked upon, and wh . 20; 
handled with: their Hands, &c. 


Neither 
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Neither can it be ſaid, that they, perhaps, 
might have propoſed ſome temporal Advanta- 
ges to themſelves, but miſſed of them, and 
met with Suferings, inſtead of them: For if 
it had been fo, it is more than probable, that 


when they ſaw their Diſappointment, they 
would have diſcovered their Conſpiracy; eſpecial- 
ly when they might not have only ſaved their 
Lives, but got great Rewards for doing of it. 
That not one of them ſhould ever have been 


brought to do this. 


But this is not all. For they tell us, that 
their Maſten bid them expect nothing but Suf- 
ferings in this World. This is the Tenor of 
all that Gofpe/ which they taught And they 
told the ſame to all whom they Converted. Sa 
that here was no Diſappointment. 

For all that were Converted by them, were 
Converted upon the certain Expectation of Suf- 


ferings, and bidden prepare for it. Chriſt com- 
manded his Diſciples to take up their C daily, 


and follow Him; and told them, that in the 
World they ſhould have Tyibulation: That 
whoever did not forſake Father, Mother, Wife, 


Children, Lands, and their very Lives, could 


not be his Diſciples: That he, Ali n to 


fave bis Life in this World, ſhould 4% it in the 


Lext. 

Now that this deſpiſed Doctrine of the 
Croſs ſhould prevail ſo Univerſally againſt 
the Allurements of Fleſh and Blood, and all 
the Blandiſhments of this World; againſt the 
Kage and Perſecution of all the Kings and 

Powers 
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Powers of the Earth, muſt ſheiv it's Original 
to be Divine; and its Protector - Almighty. 
What is elle could conquer without Arms, 
perſuade without Rhetorick ; overcome Enemies; 
diſarm Tyrants ; and ſubdue Empires without 


Oppofiti on. 


VIII. We n may add to all this, the Teſtims- 
nies of the moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecu- 
tors of Chriſtianity, both Jeus and Gentiles, 
to the Truth of the Matter of Fact of Chriſt, 
ſuch as FJoſephus,. and Tatitus ; of which the 
Firſt  louriſhed about Forty Years after the 
Death of Chri/t, and the Other, about Seventy. 
Years. after: So that they were capable of 
examining into the Truth, and wanted not 
Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to have in- 
clined them to deny the Matter of Fatt itſelf, 
of Chriſt : But their Confefling to it, as like- 
wiſe Lucian, Celſus, Porphyry, and Julian, the 
Apoſtate ; the Mahometans ſince, and all other 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, that have ariſen in the 
World, is an e Atteſtation to the 
Truth of the Matter of Fact. 


IX. But there is another Argument more 


ſtrong and convincing, than even this Matter 
of Fad, More than the Certainty of what I 


fee with my Eyes. And which the Apoſtle 


Peter called a more ſure Word, that is, Proof 


that what he jaw and heard upon the Holy 


Mount, when our Bleſſed Saviour was Tranſ- 


* before him, and two other of the 


Apoſtles: 
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files : For having repeated that Paſſage as 

a Proof of that whereof they were Eye Wit- 1 
| nelſes, and heard the Voice from Heaven giv- ( 

ing Atteſtation to our Lord Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 

16, 17, 18. He fays, ver. 19. We have alſo 

more ſure Word of Propheſy, for the Proo of 
this Jeſus being the Meſſiab, that is, the Pro- 
phefies which had gone before of Him, from 
the Begining of the World ; and All — 
Fu lied in Him. 

Men may diſpute an Anette or Delufion, 
upon our outward Senſes. But how can that be 
Falſe, which has been ſo long, even from the 
Beginning of the World, and ſo Ofter by all the 
Prophets, 1n ſeveral Ages, foretold ; how can 
this be an. Inpoſiti on, or a Forgery 2 

This is particularly 77/iffed on, in the Me- 
bod with the eus. And even the Derfts 
muſt confeſs, that the Book We call the Old 
Teftament, was in being, in the Hands of the 
Jets, long before our Saviour came into the 

World. And if they will be at the Pains to 
compare the Prophefies that are there of the 
Meſſiab, with the Fulfilling of them, as to 

3 | Time, Place, and all other Circumſtances, in 
i the Perſon, Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 

| and Aſcenfion, of our Bleſſed Saviour, will 

1 find this Proof, what our Apoſtle here calls it, 

44 a Light ſhining in @ dark Place, until the Day- 

1 dawn, and the Day-/tar ariſe in your Hearts. 

L #1} Which God grant. Here is no Poſlibility of 

i | Mi Deceit or Impoſture. 
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Old Prophefies, (and all fo ——_— could 
not have been contrived to countenance a new 
Cheat : And nothing could be, a Cheat, that 
could fulfil all, cheſe. 

For this, therefore, I refer the Dei to the 
Method with the Fews. 
I defire them likewiſe, to look chene Secr. 
XI. and conſider the Propheſies given ſo long 
ago, of which, they ſee the Fulfilling at this 
Day, with their own Eyes, of the State of 
the Jews, for many Ages paſt, and at preſent ; 

without a King, or Prieff, or Temple, or 
Sacrifice, ſcattered to the four. Winds, &. hed 
as with a Sieve; among all Nations; yet pre- 
fer ved, and always ſo to be, a diſtinct People, 
from all others, — the whole Earth. Where: 
as, thoſe Mighty Monarcbies which Oppreſſed 
the Jews, and which Commanded the ord, 
in their Turns; and had the greateſt Human | 
Proſpect of Perpetuity, were to be extin- 
guiſhed, as they have been, even that their 
Names ſhould be blotted out from under 
Heaven. | 

As likewiſe, That 28 Remarkable of our 
BY 4 Saviour, concerning the Preſervation 

Progreſs of the Chriſtian Church, when 
in 8 Swaddling Cloaths, conſiſting only of 
a few poor Fiſhermen. Not by the Sword, 
as that of Mabomet, but under all the Perſe- 
cution of Men and Hell; which yet thould not 


Neuen againſt Her. 


But though I offer theſe, as not to be 


lighted by the Deiſts, to which they. can 
ſhew 
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thew nothing equal in all prophane Hiſtory ; 
and in which it is impoſſible any Cheat can lie; 


ret I put them not upon the fame Foot as the 


Prophefies before-mentioned, of the Marks and: 
Coming of the Meſiab, which have been fince 
the World began. | 

And that General Expectation of the whole 
Earth, at the Time of His Coming, inſiſted 


upon in the Method with the JEN Sea. V. is 


Greatly to be Noticed. 

But, I ſay, the foregoing Prophefies of our Sa- 
viour, are ſo ſtrong a Progf, as even Miracles 
would not be ſufficient to break their Authority. 

I mean, if it were pofible that a True Miracle 
could be wrought, in Contradiction to them. For 


that would be for God to contradi# Himſelf. 
But no Sign, or Vonder, that could poſſibly 
be ſolved, ſhould ſhake this Evidence. | 
It is this that keeps the Jews in their Ob⸗ 


ſtinacy. Though they cannot deny the Mat- 
ters of Fact done by our Bleſſed Saviour, to 
be truly Miracles, if ſo done as ſaid. Nor 
can they deny that they were ſo done, be- 
cauſe they have all the Four Marks before 
mentioned. Yet they cannot yield | Why? 


Becauſe they think that the Goſpel is in Con- 


tradiction to the Law. Which, if it were, 
the Conſequence would be unavoidable, that 
Both could not be True. To ſolve this, is 


the Bufineſs of the Method with the Jews. 
But the Contradiction which they ſuppoſe, is 


in their Comments that they put upon the 


Law; ef — they expect a Litera Ful- 
filling 


ww = J r 
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filling of | thoſe Promiſes of the Reſtauration 
of FJeruſalem. and outward Glories of the 
Church, of which there is ſuch . men- 


tion in the Books of Moſes, the Pſalms, an, 


all the Prophets. And many Chriſtians, d 0 
expect the ſame; and take thoſe. Texts as Li- 
as as the Jews do. We do Believe, and 
for the Converſiom of the Jews. For 

this End they have been ſo miraculouſly. Pre- 
ſerved, according to the Propbeſies 7 long 
before of it; And when that Time ſhall 
come, as they are the moſt Honourable and 
Anciem of all the Nations on the Earth, 
ſo will their Church Return to be the Mother 
Chriſtian! Church, as ſhe was at F irſt ; And 
Rame muſt Surrender to Feruſalem: Then 
all Nations will Flow thither; and &ven E- 
tels Tempo“ may be Literally Built There, ö 
in the Metropolis of the whole Rand, which 
eruſalem muſt be, when the Fulneſs,; of the 
Gentiles; ſhall meet with the Convenſion of the 
Jeus. For no Nation will then contend with 
the Jews, no Church with , Feruſalem for Su- 


premary.) All Nations will be ambitious to draw. 


their Original from the Jews, whoſe Are the 


Fathers, and from whom, as concerning the 


Fleſh, Chriſt came. 

Then will be fuldlled. that outward Gran. 
deur and Reflauration of the Jeus and of Jer 
ruſalem, which they expect, purſuant to * 
B 12 

They pretend not that this is limited 55 
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ab. They are ſure it will not be at the be 
ginning; for they expect to go through great 
Cnet and Tryals with their Meaſiab, (as 
the Cbriſtian Church has done) before his Fi- 
nal Congueff, and that they come to Reign 
with him. So that this is no Obſtruction to 
their Embracing o, Chriſtianity. They ſee 
the ſame things fulfilled in us, which they ex- 
pect themſelves; and we r the ſame 
things they do. 

1 tell this to the Des hs leſt they may 
think that the Jeus have ſome ſtronger Ar- 

ments than ey know of; That they are 


not perſuaded by the Miracles of our Bleſed 


Saviour, and 55 the fulfilling of all the Pro- 
phe in him, that were made e, the 
22 

As 1 fad betdre; 1 would not plead eren 
N. racles againſt theſe. 

And if this is Rifficiehe to bade a Yew, 
it is much more fo to a Deift, r laboursnot 
undet theſe Obje#tons, 

Beſides, I would not foo to ail with. 
that (in a ſound Senſe) reaſonable Caution, 
uſed by Chriftian Writers, not to put the 
Iſſue of the Truth wWholly upon Miracles, with- 


out this addition, when not done in Contra- 


diction to the Revelations ere anne in the 
Holy Seriptares. ns 

And they 0 it upen this Confideraticn, 
That tho” it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
God would work a real Miracle, in contra- 


diction to What he * Revealed: Vet, 


Man 


U 
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Men may be impoſed upon by Falſe and 
Seemmg Miracles, and Pretended Revelations, 


(as there are many Examples, eſpecially, in the 
Church of Rome) and ſo may be ſhaken in the 


Faith, if they keep not to the La Scriptures 


as their Rule. 


We are told, 2 Te. ii. * 97 him why 


coming is after the working of. Satan, wit 
all Power, and Signs, and Lying-wonders, 


And Rev. xiii. 14. xvi. 14. and Xix. 20. of 


the Devil and Faſſe-Propbets working Mi- 
racles. . But the Word, in all theſe Places, 
is only Dane Signs, that. is, as it is rendered, 


Matth, xxv. 24. Which, tho” ſometimes. it may 


be uſed to ſignify Rea Miracles, yet not always, 
not in theſe Places. For though every Mira- 
cle be a Sign and a Wonder, yet 1 r or 
Wonder, 18 not a Miracle. | 


Me 1 it may be proper. to 8 4 
common Topick of the Deiſts, who when 
they are not able to ſtand out againſt the Eyi- 
denee of Fact, that ſuch and ſuch Miracles 
have been done: Then turn about, and deny 
ſuch Things to be. Miracles, at leaſt, That — 
can neyer be Sure, whether any wonderful 
Thing that is ſhewn to us, be a 7 rue or a Falſe 
Miratle- cis | 

And, the Great Argument they go upon, 
is this, That a Miracle being that which ex- 
ceeds the Power of Nature. We cannot 
know what exceeds it, - unleſs we knew the 


utmoſt Extent of the Power of Nature: And 


D 2 no 


* 
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no Man pretends to know that; therefore, that 
no Man can certainly know whether any Event 
be mirbculens.' And, conſequently, he may 
be cheated in his Judg ment berwirt True and 
Falſe-Miracles. © © © 
To which, 1 anſwer, That Men may be fo 
Chrated. And there are many Examples of it. 
But that though we may not always Noto 
when we are Ceured, yet we can Certainy tell; 
in many Caſes, When we are not Cheated. 
But though we do not know the vimoſi 
Extent of the Pot'rr of Nature, perhaps, in 


an One Thing: Yet i it does not follow, that 


We' know not the Nature of any thing, in 
ſome” meaſure; and that certainly too. For 
Example; though Ido not know the utmoſt 
Pxrent of the Power of Fire, yet J Certain- 
ly know, That it is the Natur of Pire to 


burn. And that when proper Fewel is ad- 


miniſtred to it, it is Cntrur/ to the Nature 
of Fire not to "Conſume it. Therefore, if 1 
ſee Three Men taken off the Street, in their 
common wearing Apparel, and without any 
Prepar ation, caſt into the midſt of a Burning 
Hiery Funote; and that the Flame Was fo 
Tie that it Burnt up thoſe Men that 
threw them in; and yet, that theſe who were 
thrown in, ſhould walk up and down in the 
Bottom of the Furnace, and 1 ſhould ſee a 
Fourth Ferſon with them 'of \ Glorious Appear- 
ance, like the Son of Gad. And that theſe 
Men ſhould come up again out of the Fur. 
acc, oe any Harm, or ſo much as the 

Smell 
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Smell of Fire upon themſelves, or their 
Cloaths,. I could: not be deceived in thinking 
there was a Stop. put to the Nature of Fire, 
as to theſe Men; and that it had its Effect 
upon the Men whom it Burned, at the ſame 
LIMO - 

Again, Tho 1 cannot tell how Winds 
and Sudden an Tucreaſe of Corn might be pro- 
duced by the Concurrence of many Cauſes, as 
a Warm Climate, the Fertility of the Soil, &c. 
Yet this I can Certainly know, That there is 
not that Natural Farce in the Breach of two 
or three Words, ſpoken to multiply one ſmall 
Loaf of Bread, ſo faſt, in the Breaking of it, 
as Truly and Really, not only in Appearance 
and Shew to the Eye, but to fl the Bellies of 
ſeveral Thouſand hungry Perſons ;, and that the 
Fragments ſhould be much more than the Bread 
was at firſt. _ 

So niether i in a Mord ſpoken, to raiſe the 
Dead, cure Diſeaſes, &c. | 

Therefore, though we know. not the ut- 
moſt Extent of the Power of Nature ; yet 
we can certainly know what is Contrary to 
the Nature of ſeveral ſuch Things as we do 
Know. 

And therefore, though we, may be Cheated 
and impoſed upon in many Seeming- Miracles 
and Wonders; yet there are ſome Things, 
wherein we may be Certain. 


But further, the Deiſis acknowledge a God, 


of an Align, ROY» who made all Things. 


53 Yet 
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Vet they would put it out of his Power, to 


make any Revelation of his Will to Mankind. 


For we cannot be Certain of any Miracle, 
How ſhould we know when' God ſent any 
thing Extraordinary to us ? 

Nay, How ſhould we know the Ordinary 
Power of Nature, if we knew not what ex- 
ceeded it? If we knew not what is Natural, 


How do we know there is ſuch a thing as Na. 


ture; That all is not Supernatural, all Miracles, 
and ſo diſputable, till we come to downright 
Scepticiſm, and doubt the Certainty of our out- 
ward Senſes, whether we See, Hear, or Feel; 


or all be not a miraculous Illuſion! 


Which, becauſe 1 know the Deifts are not 
inclined to do, therefore I will return to pur- 
ſue my Argument upon the Conviction of our 
outward Senſes. Deſiring only this, That they 
would allow thę Senſes of other Men to be as 
Certain as their own. Which they cannot re- 
fuſe, ſince without this, they can have no Cer- 
tainty of their own. | 


XI. Therefore, Freie” his 155 been ſaid, 


the Cauſe is ſummed up ſhortly in this, That 


tho we cannot See what was done before 
our Time, yet by the Marks which I have 
laid down concerning the Certainty of Mar- 
ters of Fabi done before our Time, we may 
be as much aſſuręd of the Truth of them, as if 


we ſaw them with our Eyes; becauſe what- 


ever Matter of Fact has all the Four Marks 
before-1 mentioned, could never haye been In- 
vented 


— 
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vented and Received but 7 the Conviction 
of the outward Senſes of all thoſe who did re- 
ceive it, as before is demonſtrated. And there- 
fore this Topict which I have choſen, does ſtand 
upon the Conviction even of Mens outward Senſes. 
And ſince you have confined me to one Topick, 
I have not inſiſted upon the other, which I have 

only named, 5 IS . 


XII. And now it lies upon the Deiſts, if 


they would appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew 


ſome Matter of Fact of former Ages, which 
they allow to be True, that has greater Evidence 
of its Truth, than the Matters of Fact of Mo- 


ſes, and of Chriſt: Otherwiſe they cannot, with 


any ſhew of Reaſon, reject the one, and yet 


admit of the other. 


But, I have given them greater Latitude than 
this, for I have ſhewn ſuch Marks of the Truth 
of the Matters of Fact of Moſes and of Chri/t, 
as no other Matters of Fact of thoſe Times, 
however True, have, but theſe only: And I put 


it upon them to ſhew any Forgery, that has Al 


theſe Marks. | 
This is a ſhort ue. Keep them cloſe to 


this, This determines the Cauſe all at once. 


Let them produce their Appollonius Tyaneus, 


whoſe Life was put into Engliſb by the exe- 
crable Charles Blount *, and compared with all 


D 4 the 


* The Hand of that Scorner, which dunſt write ſuch _—_ - 
ous Blaſphemy againſt his Maker, the Divine Vengeance vas 
made his ewn Executioner. Which I would not have mentioned, 
( becauſe the like Judgment has befallen others ) but that the 


Theiftical» 
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bi Mit and Malice he was Maſter of, to the 

Life and Miracles of our Blefled Saviour. 
Let them take Aid from all the Legends in 
the Church of Rome, thoſe Pibus Ew the 
ſoreſt D. iferaces of Chrifttanity; and which have 
bid the faireſt, of any one Contrivance, to 
overturn the Certainty of the Miracles of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and whole Truth of 
the Goſpel, by putting them all upon the ſame 
Foot; at lealt they are ſo underſtood by the 
Generality of their Devotees, tho Diſowned and 
Laughed at by the Learned, and Men of Senſe | * 
Among them. 
Let them Pick and Chuſe the moſt probable 
of all the Fables of the Heathen Deities, and ſee 
if they can find, in any of theſe, the Four 

Marks before-mentioned. 

| Otherwiſe let them ſubmit to the Irrefragable 


gering of the Chriſtian Religion. | 
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XIII. But if, notwithſtanding of all that is 
faid, the Deiſts will ſtill. contend, That all 
this is but 'Prieft-Craf?t, the Invention of 
Prieſts, for their own Profit, Cc. then they 
will give 1 us an Idea of g far different 


from 
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TheiticatCtub, bebe ſet this up as a - Principle ; WY Srivti 2 
Vindication / this ſame Blount, for murdering of himſelf, by way 
of Fuſftification of Self murder. Which ſome of them have fince, as 
ell as formerly, horridly praftiſed upon themſelves. | Therefore this 
Z5 10 common Judgment to which they are delivered, but a wiſible 
Mark ſet upon them, to fhew how far ”G od has forſaken them; and 
4 a Caution to all Chriſtians, to beware of tbem, and not to come 
near the Tents of theſe wicked Men, teaft they periſn in their De- 
Auction, both 4 Soul and Ivey. 


1 
i 
| 1 
z fi 
: 
: 
4. 
My 
994 
1 
* 
” 
1 
x 
þ 
1 
1. 
{ 
* 
* 
v4 
\ 
="... 
h 
1 
1 
1 | 
* 
EDT | 
1 
„ 
1 33, 
V & 04 4 
I'S l 
6. 
„ 
14 
ein 
ke: 
G 
1 
| 
8 
EN 
il 


Ao 


2 the, DEISTS. 43 


from what they intend : For then we. muſt 
look upon theſe Priefts,.. not only as the Cun- 
ingeſt and Wiſeft of Mankind, but we ſhall be 
tempted to adore them as Deities, who have 
ſuch Power, as to impoſe, at their, Pleaſure, 
upon the Senſes of Mankind to make them be- 

lieve, that they had practiſed ſuch Publick In- 
ſtituttons, Enacted. them. by Laws, Taught 
them to their Children, &c. when they had ne- 
ver done any of theſe Things, or ever ſo much 
as heard of them before; And then, upon the 
Credit of their Believing that they had done 
ſuch Things as they never did, to make them 
further Believe, upon the fame Foundation, 
whatever they pleaſed to impoſe upon them, 
as to Former Ages: I ſay, ſuch a Power as this, 
muſt exceed all that is Human; and, conſe- 
quently, make us rank. theſe Priefts far above 
the Condition of Mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them out-do all 


that has ever been related of the Infernal 


Powers: For though their Legerdemain has 
extended to deceiye ſome unwary Beholders; 
and their Power of workin g ſome ſeeming 


Miracles has been great, yet it never reached, 
nor ever was ſuppoſed to reach ſo far, as 


to deceive the Senſes of all Mankind, in 


Matters of ſuch Publick and Notorious Na- 
ture as thoſe of which we now ſpeak, to 
make them believe, that they had enacted 
Laus for ſuch Publick  Obſervances, con- 

tinually Practiſed them, Taught them to their 
, and had been Inſtructed in them 


themſelves, | 
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themſelves, from their Chi/dbood, if they had 
never Enacted,  Pradfifed, TO or been 
7. aught fuch Things. 
d And as this exceeds all the Potty of Hell 
an Devils, ſo is it more than ever God Al- 
has done ſinee the Foundation of the 
Work. None of the Miracles that He has 
ſhewn, or Belief which He has required to any 
thing that he has Revealed, has ever contra- 
dicted the outward Senſes of any one Man 
in the World, much leſs of all Mankind to- 
gether.” For Miratles being Appeals to our 
outward Senſes, if they ſhould overthrow the 


Certginty of our cult ward Senſes, muſt deſtroy, 


with it, all their own Certainty, as to us; fince 
we have no other way to judge of a Miracle 
exhibited to our Senſes, than upon the Suppoſi- 
tion of the Cer/ainty of our Senſes, upon which 
we give credit to a Miracle, that! is ſhewn to 
our Senſes. | 

4. This, by the way, is a yet ancaſwered 
Argument againſt the Miracle of Tranſubſtan- 
fiation, and ſhews the Weakneſs of the De- 
fence which the Church of Rome offers for 
it, (from whom the Socinians have licked it 
up, and, of late, have Gloried much in it a- 
mongſt us) That the Doctrines of the Trinity, 
or Incarnation, contain as great ſeeming Ab- 
ſardities as that of 7 ranſubſtantiation : For 1 


would aſk, Which of our Senſes it is which 
the Doctrines of the Trinity or Incarnation do 


contradict? Is it our Seeing, Hearing, Frei- 
ing, Taſte, or Smell? whereas, Tranſubſtan- 
ſliation 
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tiation does contradict all of theſe. Therefore 
the Compariſon is exceedingly Hort, and out. of 
Purp wy But to Return. 


Tt the Chriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and 
nothing elſe but the Frvention of  Priefts ; and 
carried on by their Craft, it makes their Power 
and Wi ifdom”gr eater, than that of Men, Angels, 


or Devils; "at more than God Himſelf ever 
yet ſhewed or expreſſed, to Deceive and Impoſe 


upon the Senſes of Mankind, in ſuch Publict 
and Motori ous Matters UG Fab.” 


XIV. And this Miracle; which ae Deife 
muſt run into to avoid theſe recorded of Moſes 
and Chrift, is much greater, and more aſtoniſh- 
ing than all the Scriptures tell of Them. 

So that theſe Men, who laugh at all Mira- 
cles, are now oblig'd to account for the great- 
eſt of all, how the Senſes of Mankind could 
be impoſed upon in ſuch Publick Matters of 


Fact. 


And how then can hey FRO: the Priefts the 
moſt contemptible of all Mankind, ſince they 
make Them the ſole Authors of this the greateſt? 
of Miracles,” 8 


NV. And fie the Dei (theſe Men of 
Senſe and Reaſon) have ſo wile and mean an 
Idea of the Prieſts of all Religions, why do 
they not recover the World. ont of the 275 — 


Gr and Government of ſuch Blockheads 


Why do they ſuffer Kings and States to be 
led by Them; to eſtabliſh their Deceits by 


Laws 
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Laus, and inflict Penalties. upon the Op- 


| ar 5 of them? Let the Deifts try their 
ands; they have been trying, and are now 


| buſy. about ic And free Liberty they, have. 


Yet have they not prevailed, nor ever yet did 
prevail in any Civifized or Generous Nation. 
And though they have ſome Jurades among the 
Hettentots, and ſome other the moſt Brutal 
Part of Manking,,. yet are they ſtill exploded, 

and Prieſts have and do prevail againſt them, 
among not only the Greateſt, but Beſt Part of 
the World, and the maſt Glorious 25 Arts, 


> Met and Var. 


XVI. For as. the Devil docs ape God, in 
His Inflitutions of Religion 3 His Feaſts, Sa- 


criſices, &c. ſo likewiſe in His Prie/ts, with-- 


out whom, no Religion, whether True or 
Falſe, can ſtand. Falſe Religion 1s but 2 
Corruption of the True. The Tue was be- 
fore it; though! it be followed cloſe upon the 
t 

The Revelation made to Moſes, is . 
than any Hifory extant in the Heathen World. 
The . in Imitation of him, pretended, 
likewiſe to their Revelations : But I have given 


thoſe Marks which diſtinguiſh them from the 
True: None of them have thoſe Four Marks 


before-mentioned. 
Now the De:/ts think all Revelations to 


be equally Pretended, and a Cheat : And'the 


Priejes of all Religions to be the , ſame, Con- 


1r1vers and Jugglers; and therefore they pro- 


claim 


aw wow is a” an mc an” AN 2x eee No 


x EE 


(deſides the Modeſty 
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claim War equally againſt all, and are equally 
engaged to bear the' Brunt of HEE n 

N And if che Conteſt be only Verwitee the 
Deifts and the Prieſii, which of them are 
the Men of the preteſt” Parts and Senſe," let 
the Efecis determine it; and let the Drifts 


yield the Vi#ory to their C guerbrs, "Wh; b 
their own Confeſſi ion, carry all: gs World be. 
Fore them. BIO) SEUPISLA TO ee e 55 
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XVII. If Ki e Deifli fay, That tn is Ade⸗ 


chile all the World are "Buckbeads, 26: Well 


as thoſe Priefts who govern them; that all 


ate Blockhbuds; except the Deiſts, who vote 


themſelves only to be "Men of Senſe: This, 
of ity” will ſpoil their 
great and beloved 7 opick,” in behalf of what 
hey call Natural Relig 10, againſt the! Re- 
vealed, viz. appealing to the: Conimon Rea! 


Jon of Mankind * This they ſet up againſt 


Rbvelation', think this to be ſufficient" for all 
the Uſes. of Meli, here ot hereafter, (if there be 
afly after State) and: therefore that there is no 
Uſe: of Revelation ': This Common” Reaſon they 
advance as Tnfallible, at leaſt, as the Jure/? 
Guide, yet now cry out upofi it, when it turns 


a ainſt them; when this Common Reaſ#: runs 

ter Revelation, (as it always has done) then 
2 Reaſon' is a Beaſt, and we muſt lock 
for Reaſon, not from the Common Seniiments 
of we but _ LO the FOOT: the 
1 ao 0 ?2it \ | FOLD THF 


: XVIII. 


a A Short: and Eaſy Maron 


XV in. Therefore, if hs Dithe 1 a- 
void the 1 Mortification, | (which will be very 
uneaſy to them) to yield. and ſulmit to be 
"Subdued and Heued down before the Prieſts, 
whom of all. Mankind, they Hate and Deſpiſ⸗ 5 
- if they would avoid this, let them confeſs, 
as the Truth is, that Religion is no Inventi- 
on of Prigſis, but of Divine Original: That 
Prieſis were Inſtituted by the ſame Author 
of Religion; and that their Order is a Perpe- 
tua / and Liuing Monument of the Matters 
75 Fact of their Religion, Inſtituted from the 

Time that ſuch. Matters of Fad. were ſaid to 
be done ag the Hevites from - Moſes; the 
Abolles, and ſucqeeding Clergy,” from. Chrif, 
to this Day. chat: no \Heathen | Prieſts can 
ſay the; ſame : They were not appointed, by 
the Geds whom they ſerved, but by others in 
After-Ages : —— cannot ſtand — Teſt, of 
the Four Rules nnen which the 
9.9025 HPrieſis can do, and they any. ' Now 

the Chrißian Prigſtbond, as Inſtituted by 
C Himſelf, and continued by Succeſſion to 
this Day, being as /mpregnable and Flagrant 
a Tglimony to the Truth of the Matters of 
Fact of Cbriſt, as the Sacraments, or any 
other Publick Iſtitutions: Beſides that, if the 
Frigſtbnod were: taken away, the Sacraments, 
and other Publick Hiſtitutions, which are 
adminiſtred by their Hands, muſt fall with 
them: Therefore the Devi] has been moſt 
buſy 
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buſy, and bent his greateſt Force, in all Age 
againſt the Priefthogd, ib that if 7 


* * a VN 


goes down, Al. goes il, 


XIx. With the Dei ifs, * this G are 
joined the Quakers, and other of our Difſen- 
ters, Who throw off the Succeſſion of our 
Prieſibood (by which only it can be demon- 
ſtrated) together with the Sacraments and pub- 
lick, Feſtivals. ...And if the Devil could have 
prevailed to have theſe dropt, the Chriſtian 
Religion would Joſe the moſt Undeniable and 
Demonſtrative.. Proof f or the Truth of the 
Matter. q Fadi of our Saviour, upon which 
the Truth of bis Doctrine does depend. There- 
fore we may ſee the Artifice and Malice of 
the Devil, in all theſe Attempts. | And let 
thoſe wretched Inflruments whom he, igne- 
rantly, (and ſome, by a miſguided Zeal) has 
deluded thus to CS Chriſtianity, now. 

at laſt. look back and ſee the Snare. in which 
they have been taken For if they had pre- 
vailed, or ever ſhould, Chriſtianity dies with 
them. At leaſt, it will be rendered precarious, 
as a thing, of. which no Certain Proof can be 
given. Therefore let thoſe of them, Who 
have any Zeal for the Truth, bleſs God that 
they have not prevailed; and quickly leave 


them; and let all others be aware of them. 


"ASA let us Conſider and Honour the Prieft- 
bod, Sacraments, and. other Publick Inſtilu- 


tions * C a not . 5 Means of Grace, 
> and 
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and Helps to Devotion, but as the Great E- 
vidence of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Such Evidences as no pretentled: Revelation 
ever had, or can have. Such as do plainly 


diſtinguiſh it from all fooliſh e and Im- 


{nb wh arſoever. 


} 


XX. And now: lt of all if one Word of 
don Men who 
think fo. unmeaſurably of themſelves, as the 
Deli, you may reprefent to them, whit 4 
Condition they are in, who ſpend that Life 


Advice would Hot be loſt,” 


and Senſe, which God has given them, in 


Ridiculing 1 the Greateſt of His "Bleſfngs, His 


Revelations of Chriſt, and by Chriſt, to Re- 
deem thoſe from Eternal Miſery, who ſhall 
Believe* in Him, and Obey his Laus. And 
that God, in His Wonderful Mercy and Wiſ- 
dom, has fo Guarded: His Revelation, as that 
it is paſt the Power of Men of Devils" to 
Counterſeit: And that there is no Denying 
of them, unleſs we will be ſo abſurd, as to 
deny not only the Reaſon, but the Certainty 
of. the qu rd. Senſes, not only 'of One, or 
T00 200, Or Thos. but of Mankind in General. 

That this Caſes fo very Plain, that Nothing 
but Want of Thought tan hinder any to dif- 
cover it. That they muſt yield it to be ſo 
Plain, "unleſs they can ſhew ſome ' Forgery, 
which has all the Fur Marks, before ſet 
down. But if they cannot do this, they muſt 
quit their Cauſe, and yield a Happy Victory 


over themſelves: Or ſe fit down IE -= 
that 
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that nominy, with which they have loaded 
the Prigſis, of being, not only the moſt Per- 
nicieus,” but (what will gull them morę) the 


moſt Inconſiderate, and Hiconſiderdble of Ma 


kind. 


Therefore, let them. not think. it an Under 


valuing of their Mortbineſß, that t el whole 


Cauſe is compriſed: within ſo narrow a Com- 
paſs: And no more Ti ime beſtowed upon it 
than it is worth. 1 wh 
But let them, 1 reflect, how far they 
have been all this Time from Chriſtianity 5 
whoſe Rudiments they are yet to learn l How 
far from the Way of Salvation! How far the 
Race of their Lives is run, before they have ſet 
one Step in the Road to Heaven. And there- 
fore, how much Diligence they ought to uſe, 
to redeem all that Time they have loſt, leſt they 
looſe themſelves for ever; and be convinced, by 
a dreadful Experience, when it is too late, That 
the 15 is a Truth, n of iis oſt t Copier 
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A. LETTER from the Aurnen 
of the. Short Method with 


the Deiſts and IO: | 


IR, 1 * read over your Ae 40 

great Satisfaction, and I heartily bleſs God 
with you; and for you, that He has had Mercy 
upon you, and opened your Eyes, to ſee the won- 
drous' Things of his Law, to convince you of 
thoſe irrefragable Proofs He has afforded for 
the Truth and Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
ſuch as no other Mriting upon Earth can pre- 
tend to, and which are incompatible with any 
Forgery or Deceit. He has given you. likewiſe 
that True Spirit of Repentance to bring forth 
the Fruits thereof, that is, to make what Sa- 
tigfaction you can, for the Injuries you have done 
to Religion, by anſwering what has been pub- 
liſhed formerly by yourſe/f againſt it, and being 
converted, yeu endeavour to Stren gthen your 


Brethren, 5 | 


I. Creation. 


Nu have laid the true Foundation of the 


Being of God, againſt the Atheiff : Of His 
Creation 
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Creation of the World, and Providence, againſt 
the Aſſerters of blind Chance. If all be Chance, 
then their Thoughts ate ſo too, and there is no 


Reaſon or Argumelit in the World. 

Others, becauſe they know not what to fay, 
ſuppoſe the World, and all Things in it, to 
have been from Eternity, and to have gone on, 
as now, in a conſtant Succęſſion, of Men beget- 
ting Men, Trees ſpringing from Trees, &c. with- 
out any Beginning. 5 

_ But if it was always as it is now, then every 


Thing had a Beginning, every Man, Bird; 


Beaſt, Tree, &c. And what has a Beginning, 
cannot be without a Beginning. 

Therefore as it is evident, that fiothing can 
make itſelf, it is equally evident, that a Suc- 
ceſon of Things made, muſt have a Beginning. 
A Szcceſſion of Beginnings cannot be without 
a Beginning ; for that would be literally a Be- 
ginning without a Beginning, which is a Con- 
FA 3s IM in Terms. | N 


7 


II. Providence. 


And to deny Providence in the firſt Cauſe, 
is the denying of a God: Whence had we 
our Providence : For we find we have a Pro- 
didence to forecaſt and contrive how to pre- 


ſerve and govern that which we make or ac- 


quire : Therefore there muſt be a Providence 
much more eminentiy in God, to preſerve and 
govern all the Yorks which He has made. He 
that made the Eye, —_> he not ſee? * 

2 2 0 
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He who put Providence into the Heart of 
Men, has, He none Himſelf. - 

And the Glory of his Wiſdom and Pouer 
ſeems greater to us, in the Aci of His Pro- 
vidence, than even in thoſe of Creation, eſpe- 
cially in His Governing the. Action, of. Free- 
Mont, without takin N them the Free- 
dom of their Will to 45 o as they Ii, and turn- 
ing their very Evil into Grd by the A 


mightineſs of His Wiſdom. We ſee great Part 


of this every Da 2 before our Eyes, in His 


turning the Coun els of the Wiſe into * Fooli fb- : 


neſs, and trapping the JYYicked in the Works 
of their own Hands. This ſtrikes us more ſen- 
ſibly, and is nearer to us than the making of a 
Tree or a Star; and we feel that over-ruling 
Power in His Providence; which we contenplt 
in His Creation. 
When the Sins of Men are breath to pro- 
0 God to take Vengeance, He permits the 
Spirit of Fury to incline their Vills to War, 
and Deſtruction of each other, and Nation 
riſe up againſt Nation; and, when in his 
Mercy he thinks the Puniſhment is ſufficient, 
he calms their Rage, like the Roaring of the 
Sea, and there is Peace. And they are ſo 


Free- Agents in all this, that they think it is 


all their own doing; and fo really it is, tho 


under the unſeen Direffion of a Superiour 


Power. | 
But not only in the Publick Tranſaftions 
of the World, His Providence is obſervable ; 
there 1s no Man, who has taken Notice of 
| his - 
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his. own Life, but muſt find it as to his very 
private Affairs, a Thought ſometimes darting. 
into his Mind, to rid him out of -a Diſficulty, 
or ſhew him an Advantage, which he could 
not find in much conſidering before. At other 
Times. à Man's Mind is ſo clauded, as if his 
Eyes, were ſhut, that he cannot, fee his May 
Again, ſeveral ' Events which he thought moſt: 
Funt/t, and his utter Ruin, he finds after- 
wards to be much for the beft, and that he 
had been undone, if that had not happened 5 
which he feared.” On the other Hand, many 
Things which he thought for his great Be- 
neſits Re: has found to ae for his Hurt. This 
ſhews a Providence, which ſees further than 
we can, and diſpoſes all our Actions, thou gh 
done in the full Freedom' of our own Wil 
to what ee, N Good or Bag, for us, * 
He en 0 ) 150 1 1 
1018170 A Vdc nr 
FI Vs III. Revelation. DDD 
100 N 1 nnr 5 5 | 
But 9 een We Fu e 
and Proumence though Admirable and Glorious, 


are within the Oracler of.” Reaſon; and are but 
Earthly" Tbings in Compariſon of thoſe: Hea- 


deniy ITbings, which Gud has revealed to Man 
at Mn Times, and in divers Manners, and 
are #tcorded in the Holy Scriptures, and which 


otherwiſe: it was inpoſſible for Man to have 
known. Fur what. Man is be 
that cun know the Couuril f God? 

Orr 9 c think what the Mill 


ZE 3 9 ö 


Wild. ix. r3. 
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of the Lord is? For the Thoughts of mortal 
Men are Wiiferabie, and our Devices are but 


uncertain; for the corruptible Body th 
down the Soul, and 251 earthly T Jill 

weigheth down the Mind that muſerb uu 
many Things; and hard ly do we gueſs aright 
at 7 hings that are upon' Earth, and with La- 
bour do we 6 woe Things that are before us : But 


the Things that 25 in Heaven, ale Login 
ſearched 47 * | 
- This then muſt be outely the Subject: of 


Revelaticn; but when the Der is come 


thus far, he is entered into a wide Field; for 
all Religions, Jewiſh, Heathen, Chriftian, and 


Mabonetan, oy to Revelation for th eir 


Original. | 

8 To Aer this Point, was the Deſign of the 
Short Method with the Deiſts, which gave” the 
firſt Opportunity to our Converſation, 


The Heathens and Mabometan Religions 
not only want thoſe Marks (there ſet down) 


which aſcertain the Truth of Fa#, but 
their Morals and Morſbip ate impure, and. in- 
conſiſtent with the Attributes of God; as the 


Indulgence of Fornication, and Ungleauneſs 


among the Heathen, and their Human Sucri- 
es, (moſt abhorręnt to the God of Holineſs 


— Mercy) and the filthy  Ob/centty of their 
very Scr; beſides the e Defect of their 
Morals, which knew no duch Thing as Humi- 


lity, Forgiveneſs of Tjuries, Loving their 


Enemies, and Teturning.Geod) for Bull Some. 
of [IRE Philo loſopbers yo againſt reuenging 
f 


* 


2 
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of Injurves, as bringing greater Iyjury to our- 
ſelves, or not worth the, While 3. but not up- 


our | Brethren, and doing them Good, though 
they did Euil to us; and by the Word Hu- 
militas, they meant only a Lowneſs: and De- 
ection of Mind, which is a Vic; but they 
had no Notion of it as a Virtue, in having 
a log Opinion of one's ſelf, and in Honour 
preferring others before us: This they thought 
a Vice, and Abje&ion of Spirits. You may ſee 
Pride..amd iSelf-Conceit run through all their 
Philoſophy, beſides their Principle of increaſing 
heir Empire, by Conquering other Countries 
who did them no Harm, whom they. called 
Barbarians. ind. ebe So LE 
Into this Claſs comes likewiſe the Senſual 
PARADISE propoſed by Mabomet, and 
his Principle of propagating his Re/;gion by the 
The Jewiſh Religion has all the ,Certainty 
of Fad, and its Morals are Good ; but Peczuſe 
of the Hardneſs of their Hearts, they came 
not up to the Primitive Purity, as in Caſe of 
Polygamy and Divorce, wherein our Bleſſed 
Saviqur reduces them to the Original, That 
from the Beginning it was not ſo; and in ſe- 
veral other Caſes mentioned in his Sermon 


1 1 + þ 


upon the Mount. 


Therefore th Perfection of Morals, and 
of the true Knowledge of God, was reſerved 


for the Chri/tian Religion, which has, in more 
abundant Manner, than even the Jeiſb, the 


E 4 _ infallible 
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infallible Marks of the Truth of the Facts, in 
the Multitude and 


of Algen. Which fully anſwers the Objection 
of the Jeche, that Chrift wrought” his Ira 
cles, by eelaebub: For then, as he ſaid to 


then, By whom do your Children caſt out Devils? 


Wh it by the'Sp7rit of God, or Beelsebub, that 
Mo N 1 and the Prophets wrought: their Mira- 


cles? 


Then 550 the Purity and Heatwnlineſ of 
his Dirie, all levelled to deſtroy the N 
of Satan, thoſe wicked PRINCIPLES 
and Lr U WORSHIP which he kad 
ſet up in the World; the other Auſiber of our 


Bleſſed Sapiour concludes demonſtratively,” of 4 


Kingdom divided againſt ztſelf, That if Satan 
caſt out Satan, to promote that Docrine which 
Chrift taught, we muſt alter our Notion of the 
Devil, and ſuppoſe him to be Good, and his 
Engden myſt then be at an End; Which we 
ſee not yet done, for Wickedne Rl 8 52 in 
the e . 8 «| K Jh 10 
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__ Agantt cheſe Thing 8 Reaſon 550 Nothing ta 


rk but then Proulieny are raiſed up againſt 


what is Revealed, as being of Things that are 
above our Reaſon, and *6vt of its Reach; 
AFR ws Doftrine of the n Ti, 


— 


torſety of the Miracles 
wrought by our B Saviour, beyond thoſe 


ub abe BE IS TS. 39 


In anſwer to which we may e that 
if ſuch Things were not above our Neaſon, 
there needed no Revelation of them; but on- 
ly a bare Propoſal of them to our Reaſon, 
made by any Body, without any Authority, 
and their on eus nn Ne them 
through. toit: S2 13k 

In the next Ig De ſt acknowledge 
that there are many Things in the Divine 
Nature far out of the Reach of our Reaſon. 
That it muſt be ſo: For how can Finite com- 
prehend Infinite Who can think what Erer- 
nity. is? A Duration without Beginning, or 
Succeſſion of Parts or Time Who can ſo 
much as imagine, or frame any Zdea. of a 
Being, neither made by itſelf, nor by any 
other? Of eg rae 5 of a _ . In- 
r . Icosit 5 | 

Vet all this, Reaſon Ae us % allow, 
as the Neceſſary bre gran of a 555 
Cauſes 790 * © 

And where any Thing i is Eftablithed. upon 
the full Proof of Reaſon, there ten thouſand 
Objections or Difficulties, though we cannot 
Anſwer them, are of no Force at all to over- 
throw it. : Nothing can do that, but to refute 
thoſe Reaſons upon Which it is Eftabhſbed ; 
till when, the Truth: and Certainty of the 
thing remains Laſbalen, tho we cannot Ex- 
plain it, en . m_ a that ariſe 
from it. 95, E. 

And ifs it is 10) upon the Point. of ee 
much more upon that of Revelation, ae | 
ot5d e 
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the ſubject Matter is above our bed 
oould never have been found out by it. 

All to be done in that Caſe, is, to abafy out 
ſelves of the Tnutb of the Tuts that ſuch Things 
were Revealed of Gd, and are no Impoſture. ; 
This is done, as to the Hb VSeroptures, wy the 
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Four Marks before-mentioned. 
And m to the Cuntradiction -alledged i in ; 
Three being One, it is no Contrad:20n, unleſs | 
L it be ſaid, that ' Three ate One, in the felf- ti 
ſame Reſpect: For in divers Refpects, there b 
is nd Sort of Ditficulty, that Que may be a 
Three, or Three nd; as One Army may fl 
confift of many Thouſands, and yet it is but n 
One” homer There: is but One Human Nature, 1 
w_ t there are Multstudes of Perſons wid u 
of that NMarur e. 44 

Now? it is not ſaid, that the three Perfons in in 44. 
the Divine Nature are one Perſon; that would in 
be a Conmtradiction: But it is ſaid, that the in 
three Perſons are one Nature. They are not as 
Tete and One, in the ſame Refpe;; they are th 
Mrtodas to Perſons, and One as to Nature. 5 
Here is no Contrudicti. th 
Again, that may be a Contradithiar in one fin 
Nature, which is not ſo in another: For Ex- thi 


ample;\it.'is a Conirudiction, that a Man can Si 
go two Yards or Mauies, as ſoon as one, be- thi 
gauſe Nuen is but One and another One + Yet ha 
this is no Contrauillios to Sight,” which can the 
reach a Star, as ſoon as the Top of à Chim- of 
ney; and tlie Sun darts his Rays in one Infant Roy 


Fought Haden to Barth: But more than all ſaic 
theſe _—_ 


uh be DEIS TG. bx 


theſe is the Motion of Thought, to which. no 
Diftance of Place is any Interruption; which 
can arrive at Japan as ſoon as at a 27 ard $ 
Diſtance; and FR run eh the,  Imumenſity of 
Paſſibilitie. 

No- chere are no Wards poſſible.” hege 
py to give any Notion or Idea of Sight or 
Light to a Man born Blind: And, conſequent- 
ly, to. reconcile: the Progreſs of Sight or Light 
to him from being an abſolute Cantradictiom; 
becauſe he can meaſure it no otherwiſe than 
according to the Mations of Legs or Arms, 


for he knows none other: Therefore we can- 


not charge that as a Cuntradickion in one 
Nature, which 
underſtand both Natures perfectly well: And 


therefore we cannot charge that as a Contra- 
diction in the Incomprehenfible Nature of be- 


ing Three and One, though we found it to be ſo 
in our Nature; which we do not, becauſe, 
as before ſaid, they are not Three and Que in 
the. ſame. Reſpe = 


Now, let us conſider. further, that though | 


there; is no Compariſon betwixt Finite. and Iu- 
finite, , yet, we have , nearer. Reſemblances of 
the Three and One in God, than there is. of 


| Sight to a Man born Blind: For there i is No- 


thing in any of the other four Senſes that 
has any Reſomblance at all to that of Seeing, or 
that can give ſuch a Man: any Notion whatever 
a 


3; But, we End in. our own. Nature, which. is 


ad to de made after the Inage of Cod, a 
very 


is ſo in another, unleſs we 


* 
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ly Trinity; 


of the different Op Operations of ea of e 55 


wine Porſons.” 1 
0 For Example, to btw ⁰ Thing g Preſent, 400 


(SOL 2 Nd TK 


to Remember What 8 Paſt, and to © or 88 


ar different Oper 2995 Of our Mind, and per- 
formed by different Forultibs of it. Of theſe, 
the” UndirAariding is the Paths" Faculty, a Sy 
gives Being to Tung as to Us; for wht We 
in not, KF to Us a8 if it we not: This 
anſwers to Crration. From this" Faculty pro- 
ceeds the Second) chat of Memory which is -a 
Preſerving of What the Vudentanũdi has Created 
te Us. Then the ird Faculty; chat of the 
Will, which Lbæet off Hates, 1p beceds from 
Both tlie Other, fer wWe Cannot love or hute 
What is not firſt crbdtel by the Unilerfianding; 


af Feſervtd to us by the Memory,” ne 


And though theſe are different Faculties, and 
welk >Oper ations Different, ne 'the Second 
proceeds from the Ny, or 'is Begorten by it; 
and the Third proceeds from the Fig and 
Kren in Copſunchbn ſo that oge is "Before 
the other, in Order of Nature, yet not in 


Dine; for the Aare all Con- 2 and on 


is as 188 in the Su as the Sther; and yet 

make not Wee Souls,” but One Saul: 
Ahd thiugh their Dhrrutions are Different, and 
the · one * Procteds from the Other, yet no 
On en AF witliotit the Other, atid they all 
Concur to every Aci of Each; for in Undeks 
there is 4 Concur- 
rent Act of the Jetz to Conſent to ſuch Li. 
29 | derſtanding, 


nite. and 


be DEI K YS. v. 


der; 


can AF withou | tthe Other, ; in which 
none is ; Before 0 or After the other, nor can aby 


of them, Be, or Exit avithoyt t the other. 
But what, we cal} Faculties in the Soul, We 


Senſe 


call Perſons 1 in. the Godbead ; "becauſe there arc 
Perſenal Actions attributed "to Each of them: 
As that of Sending, and "being! Sent, to take 
Ele fb, and. be Born, We. I 
And we have n no other Ward, ORE whe! 


preſs 1 it; we, ſpeak. it after the Manner * Men; 


nor could we Underſtand, if we heard any 'of 
thoſe Ur -ſpeghable | Wards, which Expreſs the 
Divine Nature in its proper Effence ; therefore 
we mult "make | Allowances, and Great ones, 
when. we pply Words o of our Nature, to the I- 
25 -rnal Being. We muſt not argue 

Strich and Phil opbicall 55 from them, more, 
than from God's 'being ſaid to Repent, to be 
Angry, &c. They are Words ad Captum, in 
Conc eſcenfion to our weak Capacities, and with 
out which, we could not underſtand. e 
But this, 1 Hy, That there are nearer Reſem- 
glance afforded to us of this Ineffable Mjſtery of 
the Holy Trinity, than there is betwixt one of 


our outward 22 and another; than there j is 


to a blind Man, of Colours, or of the Motions of 


Light, or Sight : And a Contradiction in the one 
will not infer a Contradifiom in the other; tho* 
it is impoſſible 1 to be ſolved, as in the Inſtance 
before given of. a Man born Mndd till we come 
to Know both Natures OT: | ! 


And 


or landing, 0¹ Remembering s. fo that, © fo | 


6 
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And if we had not the Experience of the 
Different Faculties of our Mind, the Contra- 
diftion would appear Jrreconcileable to all 
our Philoſophy, how Three, could be One, each 
Diſtinét from the other, yet but one Soul: 
One | Proceeding from, or being Begot by 
the Other; and yet all Co-eval, and none Be- 
fore or After the other: And as to the dif- 
ference betwixt Faculties and Perſons, Sub. 
Nance and Subpftence, it is a puzzling Piece of 
Philoſophy. And tho' we give not a Diſtinct 
Subfiflence to a Faculty, it has an Exiſtence, 
and one Faculty can no more be Another, 
than. one Perſon can be Another : So that 
the Caſe ſeems to be alike in Both, as to 
what concerns our preſent Difficulty of Three 
and One; beſides. what before is faid, That 
by the Word Perſon, when applied to God 
(for want of a Proper Word, whereby to 
expreſs it) we muſt mean ſomething infinitely 
different from Perſonality amopg Men. And 
therefore from a Contradiction in the one 


( ſuppoſe it granted) we cannot Free a Con- 


tradiction in the other, unleſs we underſtand it 
as well as the other ; for how elſe can we draw 


the Parallel? | 


What a Vain Thing is our Philoſophy, 
when we would Meaſure the Incomprehen/i= 
ble Nature by it! When we find it Non-pluſſed 
in our own Nature, and that in many In- 
ſtances. If I am Al in one Room, is it not a 
Contradiction that any Part of Me ſhould be 


in another Room? Yet it was a common 


Saying 


CD AND SLHIS HO Oat. 
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ES. Saying among Phrlaſe hers, that the Soul is A 


in All, and All in every. Part of the Body : 


How is the ſame Individual Soul. Preſent, at 


one and the ſame Time, to Actuate the diſtant 
Members of the Body, without either Multzph- 


cation or Di biſion of the Sou? Is there any 


Thing in Body can bear any Reſemblance to this, 
without a manifeſt Contradictiun? Nay, even 
as to Bodies, is any Thing more. a Self-Evident 
Principle, than that the Cauſe muſt be; before 


the Effect? Vet the Light and Heat of the Sun 


are as old as the Sun; and ſuppoſing the Sun ta 


be Eternal, they would be as Eternal. 
And as Light and Heat are of the Nature 
of the Sun, and as the Three Fuculties before- 


mentioned, are of the Nature of the Sou, ſo. 


that the Saul could not be a Soul if it wanted 
any of them; ſo may we, from ſmall Things 
to Great, apprehend, without any Contradiction, 
that the Three. Perſons are of the very Nature 
and Eſſence.of the Deity ; and ſo of the ſame 
SubRance\ with it; and though one Proceeding 
from the other, 0 as the Tanker of the Soul 
do) yet that all Three are Con-ſubftantial, Co- 
eternal, and of neceſſary Exiſtence as God 7s 
for that theſe Three are, God, and God is theſe 
Three. As Underſlanding, Memory, and Mill, 
are a Soul, and a Soul is Underſtanding, Memory, 
and Will. 

I intend (God willing) to Treat of this 
Subject more largely by itſelf; but I have 
ſaid thus much here, to clear the Way from 


that 1 of rejecting Revelation, (though . 


we 


—_ — wer 
— 
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we are 1nfallibly ſure of the Fa) becauſe of 
the ſuppoſed Contradiction to our Reaſon, in 
Naarn it with our Earthly . | 


V. 0 Us the Dj {ferences among ( Chriſtians 


But now, that from all the Proofs of he 
Certainty of the Revelation we are come to 
fix in Chriſtianity, our Labour is not yet at 
an End: For here you ſee Multiplicity of 
Secis and Diviſions, which our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour foretold ſhould come, for the Proba- 
tion of the Elect; as ſome Canaanites were 
left in the Land to teach the Maelites the 
Uſe of Mar, leſt by too profound a Peace, 


they might grow Lazy and Stupid, and be- 


come an eaſy Prey to their Enemies. 80 
might Cbriſtianity be loſt among us; if we had 
nothing to do, it would Dwindle and De- 
cay, and Corrupt by Degrees, as Water ſtag- 
nates by ſtanding ſtill ; But when we are 12 
to Contend Earneſtly, for the Faith, 

Quickens our Zeal, keeps Us upon our Guard 
Trims our Lamp, and Furbiſbes the Sword 


of the Syirit, which might otherwiſe Rut in 


its Scabbard. And it gives great Opportuni- 
ty.to ſhew Us the. Wonderful Providence 
and Protection of GOD over his Church, in 
Preſerving Her againſt a v/bly unequal Force. 
Phil And in this Conteſt, to ſome this 

* A If High Privilege is Granted in the 
Bebalf of Cbrift, not only to believe on Him, 


but alſo to Suffer for- His. Sale. Theſe go to 
make 
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make up the Noble Army of Martyrs, and Con- 
feſſors, for ever Triumphant in Heaven. Others 
Conquer even here on Earth, that God's Won- 
derful Doings may be known to the Children f 
Men. CV : 
But as he who Builds a Tower, ought firſt 
to compute the Expente, and he who goes 
to War, to conſider . his Strengtb; ſo our 
Bleſſed Saviour has Inſtructed Us, That he 
who will be his Diſciple, muſt reſolve before- 
hand to take up his Croſs daily, ro forſake 
Father and Mother, and Wife and Children, 
and Lands, and Life itſelf, when he cannot 
keep them with the Truth and Sincerity of 


the Goſpel. Therefore we muſt put on the 


whole Armour of God, that we may be able to 


and in the evil Day, and having overcome 


all, to ſtand; for we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh 
and Blood, but againſt Principalites, againſt 
Powers, againſt the - Rulers of the Darkneſs 
of this World, againſt wicked Spirits in kigh 
„ GVV 
And what is it we Mreſtle for? For the 
Great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the 


Fleſh, &c. 


VI. The Doctrine of Satisfaction. 


Here is the Foundation of the Chriſtian. Re- 
Iigion, That when Man had Sinned, and was. 
utterly unable to make any Satisfaction, for 
his Sin, God ſent his own Son to take upon 
Him our Fleſh, and in the fame. Nature that 
V Ofended: 


ie — 
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Offended, to make full Satisfa#ion for the Sins 
of the whole World, by His Perfect Obedience, 

and the Sacrifice of Himſelf upon the Croſs. 
| Some ſay, What need any Satisfaction? 
Might not God forgive without it? It would 
ſhew greater Mercy. But theſe Men conſider 
net, that God is not only Juſt, but He is Juſtice 


' itſelf; Juſtice in the Ab/traft; He is Eſſential 

= Fuſlice. And Juſtice, by its Nature, muſt ex- 
A4ct to the wimo/i Farthing, elſe it were not Ju- . 
| flice: To Remit is Mercy, it is not Juſtice: | 

| And the Attributes of God muſt not Fight and 
/ Oppoſe each other; they muſt all ſtand finite : 
and Compleat. You may ſay then, how can : 
| God Forgive at all? How can Infinite Mercy : 
and Juſtice ſtand together? : 
+ This Queſtion could never have been An- ; 
ſwered, if God Himſelf had not ſhewed it to 8 
Us in the wonderful Oecanomy of our Re- \ 
demption : For here is His Tu/iice ſatisfied to t 


the leaſt Iota, by the perfect Obedience and Paſ- 
an of Chriſt, (who is God) in the ſame Hu- 
man Nature that Ofended. Here is Infinite 
Wiſdom expreſſed in this Means found out for 
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bl | [ our Salvation; and Infinite Mercy in EF P 
44.08 | it to us. Thus all His Attributes are Sattsfied, in 

44 and Filled up to the Brim: They Contradict Þ 
il | Ui not, but Exalt each other. His Mercy Exalts T 
„ and Magnifies His Fu/tice : His Juſtice Exalts 1 
jg! 00 his Mercy, and both His infinite Wifdom. © | 
FI Here is a View of Gad, beyond what all H 
1 the Oracles of Reaſon could ever have found 2 
18 out, from his Yorks of Creation, or Com- all 
„ WY | mon 
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mon Providence] Theſe ſhew His Werks, but 


this His Nature, it is Himſelf ! The very Face 


of God ! Before which the Angels veil their 
Faces, and Defire to Look into this Abyſs of 
Goodneſs, and Power, and Wiſdom, which they 
will never be able to Pathom, but till Feed up- 
on, and Search farther and farther into it, 
with Adoration, to Eternity ! And they Wer- 
ſbip our Manhood thus taken into God : 7 And 
Rejoice to be Miniſtring 14 to Us, while 
upon Earth. 

This you and I have talked over at Large; 
and this I gave you as the Sum and Subſtance, 
the Apba and Omega of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on. And now I repeat it as the ſureſt Citer ion 
to guide a Man, in the Difficulty before Us, that 
is, in the Choice of a Church, in the midſt 
of all that Variety there is among Chriſtians. 
Whoever hold not this Doctrine, Join not with 
warn, nor bid them God Speed. 


VII. The Socinians, 


This will fave you from the Socinians, of 
the Unitarijans, as they now call themſelves 
in England, who expreſsly deny this Doctrine © 
For they Deny the Doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, and the Divinity of Chriſt, upon 
which it is founded. They conſider Chriff 
no otherwiſe than a meer Man; and propofe 
Him only. as a Teacher and Good Example 
to Us. But then they are confounded with 
all their Pretence to Wit and Reaſon, to give' 
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any Account for: His Death, which was not 
neceſſary to Teaching, or being an Example: 
That, an Angel, or a Prophet might have been. 
Then they ſay, That he Died to Confirm the 
Truth of His Doctrine : But fet this Doctrine 
of Satisfaction aſide, and He taught nothing 
New, except the Improvement of ſome Mo- 
rals : Beſides, Dying does not Confirm the T1 ruth 
of any Doctrine ; it only ſhews, That He who 
Dies for it, does himſelf Believe it. Some have 
Died for Errors; and the Socinian Doctrine 
Affords no Comfort, no Aſſurance to Us. For 
if we conſider Chriſt only as a Teacher, or Ex- 
ample, we have not followed His Precepts, not 
Example : Here is Nothing but Matter of Con- 


demnation to Us. But if we look upon Him as 


our Surety, who has paid our Debt, as our Sa- 
crifice, Atonement, and Propitiation for our Sins, 


and that we are Saved by His Blood, (which is 


the Language of the Holy Scriptures, of which 
the Socinians know no Meaning) this is a Rock, 
and Infallible Aſurance. 


VIII. The Church T 8 
As the e have totally Rejected | this 


Doctrine, ſo the Church of Rome has great- 


ly Vitiated and Depreſſed it, by their Doctrine 


of Merit, and their own Satisfaction, which 


they make Part of their Sacrament of Pe- 
nance. On this is Founded their Purgatory, 


wherein Souls who had not made full Satigſac- 


tion 
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tion upon Earth, muſt Compleat it there. They 
deny not the Satigfaction of Chriji, but join their 
own with it, as if jt were not Sufficient. 


IX. De Diſſenters. 


On the other Hand, our D:ſſenters run to 
the contrary Extream : And becauſe our good 
Works muſt have no Share in the Satisfaction 
for Sin, which they cannot, as being Unworthy 
and mixed with our [firmztzes, and our Sin; 
therefore they make them not Neceſſary, nor 
of any Effect towards our Salvation. They ſay 
th t Chriſi did not Die for any but the Ele, 
in whom he ſees no Sin, let them Live never 
ſo Wickedly. They Damm the far greateſt Part 
of the World, by irreverſible Decrees of Repro- 


ation, and ſay, That their Good Works are 


hateful to God, and that it is not Poſſibly in 
their Power to be Saved, let them Believe as 
they will, and Live never ſo Religioufly. They 
take away Free-Will in Man, and make him 
a perfect Machine. They make God the Author 
of Sin, to Create Men on purpaſe to Damn 
them; and to Puniſb them Eternally for not 
Doing what was not in their Power to Do, 
and for doing what He had made Impoſſible 
for them not to Do. They make his Promiſes 
and Threatnings to be of no Effect, nay, to 
be a Sort of Burleſquing, and Inſulting thoſe 
whom He has made Miſerable; which is an 


Hideous Blaſphemy ! | | 
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For a Solution in this Matter, both as ta 
Faith and Works, I refer you to the Homilies 


of Faith, and Salvation, and of Good Works, 
where you will find the True Chriſtian Doctrine 
ſet, forth clearly and ſolidly. 

I will not anticipate what you Deſign for 
your Second Part, by entering into other Diſ- 
putes there are among Chriſtians; only this will 


be exceeding Neceſſary, to ſettle well the No- 


tion of the Church of Chriſt, to which all do 


pretend in various Manners. 


X. The true Notion of the Church. 


Firſt, therefore, the Church muſt be conſi- 
dered not only as a Sec, that is, a Company of 


People Believing ſuch and ſuch Tenets, like the 


ſeveral Secs of the Heathen Philoſophers ; but as 


a Society under Government, with Governors ap- 


pointed by Chriſt, Lead with ſuch Powers 


and Authority, to Admit into, and Exclude out 


of, the Society, and Govern the Affairs of the 


Body. | | | 

This Power was Delegated by Chriſt to 
His Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, to the End 
of the World: Accordingly the Apo/iles did 
Ordain Biſhops in all the Churches which 


they Planted throughont the whole World, 


as the Supreme Governors, and Center of 
Unity, each in his own Church. Theſe were 
obliged to keep Unity and Communion with one 
another ; which is therefore called Catholick 
Communion. And all cheſe Churches conſidered 

| together, 
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together, is the Catholick Church : As the ſeue- 
ral Nations of the Earth are called the World. 


XI. Of an Univerſal Biſhop. 


And Chriſt Appointed no Univerſal Biſhop 
over His Church, more than an Ui verſal 
Monarch over the World. No ſuch Thing 
was known in the Primitive Church, till it 
was ſet up firſt by John Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
nople, then by the Biſhop of Rome, in the 
VIIth Century. And as the whole World 
is One Kingdom to God, as it is written, His 
Kingdom Ruleth over All; ſo the ſeveral 
Churches of the World are One Church to 
Chriſt, And the Church of Rome ſaying that 
She is that One Church, or ſhew Us ano- 
ther, which can Diſpute it with Us, in Uni- 
verſality, Antiquity, &c. is the fame as if 
France (for Example) ſhould ſay, Who can 


compare with Me? Therefore I am the U- 


niverſal, or Monarch, ſhew me another. 
The Thing appears Ridiculous at the firſt 
Propoſal ; for it muſt be ſaid to Rome, or to 
France, that if you were ten times greater 
than you are, you are yet but a Part of the 
Whole. And to ſay, who elſe pretends to 
it? Why none. And it would be Nonſenſe 


in any who did pretend to it: One Part 


may be Bigger than another; but one Part 
can never be the Whole. And all Reſults in 
this, whether Chriſt did appoint an Unziver- 


ſal Biſhop over all the Churches in the World ? 


F 4 And 
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And we are willing to leave the Iſue to that, fo 
if it can appear either from Scripture or An- 
tiguity. Belides, the Reaſon of the Thing; for by 
as Gregory the Great urged againſt John of Con- = 
fantinople, if there was an Uuiverſal Biſhop, the 
Univerſal Church muſt fall, if that one Unzver ſal Co 
Biſlep fell; and fo all muſt come to center in 
One Poor, Pallible, Mortal Man. | 
This obliged the Pope to run into another 2 
n tre Extream, and ſet up for Infallibility up 
in his own Perſon, as' the only Succeſſor of St, 
Peter, and Heir of thoſe Promiſes made to Him, in 
ſuper bonc Petram, &c. This was the Current 62 
Docrine of the Divines in the Church of Rome, 
in former Ages, as you may ſee in BELLAR- 
MINE, de Rom. Pontif. 1. iv. c. 5. Where he 
carries this ſo high, as to Aſſert, That if the | 
Pope did Command the Practice of Vice, and Pe 
Fiorbid Virtue, the Church were Bound to Be- ge 
| lieve that Virtue was Vice, and that Vice was an 
Firtue. And in his Preface, he calls this Abſo- the 
lute Supremacy of the Pepe, the Summa rei the 
Chriſtiane, the Sum and Foundation of the Chri- 207 
ian Religicn. And that to Deny it, was not on- an 
ly a Simple Error, but a Pernicious Hereſy. ple 
This was Old Pepery: But now it is gene- as 
raly Decried by the Papiſis themſelves; yet no Ne 
Pope has been brought to Rencunce it, they will ler. 
not Quit Claim. Tus 
When they departed from the Tifallibility M 
of the Pete, they ſought to place it in their ou 
General Councils: But theſe are not always 
in Eeing; ; and ſo their I rfallibility 1 muſt Drop in 
for 
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for ſeveral Ages together; which will not con- 
fiſt with their Argument, That God is obliged 
by His Goodneſs, to Afford always an outward 
and living Fudge and Guide to His Church. Be- 
ſides, that Inſtances are found, where thoſe 
Councils they call General, have contradicted one 
another 8 Ts 

For which Reaſons, others of them place the 
Infallibility in the Church D:f/u/v? + But this 
upon their Scheme is /ndefinite, and the Fudge of 
Controverſy muſt be ſought among numberieſs 
Individuals, of whom no One is the Judge or 
Guide. 


XII. "Of Infallibility zn 20e Church. 


But there is an Iafallibility in the Church, not 
Perſonal in any One or All of Chriſtians put to- 
ether; for Millions of Fallibles can never make 
an Infallible. But the Iufallibility conſiſts in 
the Nature of the Evidence, which having all 
the four Marks mentioned in The 3hort Method 
with the Deiſts, cannot poſſibly be Falſe. As you 
and I believe there is ſuch a Town as Conſtantino- 
ple, that there was ſuch a Man as Henry VIII; 
as much as if we had ſeen them with our Eyes: 
Not from the Credit of any Hiſtorian or Travel 
ler, all of whom are Fallible; but from the Na- 
ture of the Evidence, wherein it is Impoſſible for 
Men to have Conſpired and carried it on with- 
out Contradiction, if it were Falſe. 
Thus, whatever Doctrine has been Taught 
in the Church, (according to the Rule of Vin- 
| Centius 
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centius Lirinenfis ) Semper, ubique, & ab omnibus, 
is the Chriſtian Doctrine; fer in this Caſe, ſuch 


Doctrine is a Fact, and having the foreſaid 


Murks, muſt be a true Fact, viz. That ſuch 
Doctrine was ſo Taught and Received. 

This was the Method taken in the Council 

called at Alexandria againſt Arius, it was aſked 

by Alexander the Archbiſbop vrho 

Socrar. Hitt. I. i. Preſided, Quis unguam talia au- 

c. v. Gr. 
divit ? Who ever heard of this 


Doctrine before? And it being Anſwered by all 
the Biſhops there Aſſembled, in the Negative, 


it was concluded a Novel De&rine, and contrary 
to what had been Univerſally Received in the 
Cbriſtian Church. Thus every Do&rine ma 

be reduced to Fact; for it is purely Fact, whe- 
ther ſuch Doctrine was Received or not? 

And a Council Aſſembled upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, fands as Evidence of the Fat, not as 
Junger of the Faith; which they cannot alter 
by their Votes or Authority. 

A Council has Authority in Matters of Diſci- 
pline in the Church; but in Matters of Faith, 
what is called their Autherity, is their Atteſta- 
tion to the Truth of Fact; which if it has the 


Marks Go crcenionad, muſt be Infallibly 


True: Not from the Infallibility of Any or 
All of the Perſons, but from the Nature of the 
Evidence, as before is ſaid. 

And this is the ſureſt Rule, whereby to 
Judge of Doftrines, and to know what the 
* Catholick Church had Believed and Taught, as 
Received from the Apoſtles. 


And 
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And they who refuſe to be Tried by this 
Rule, who ſay, we care not what was Believed 
by the Cathol:ck Church, either in former Ages, 
or now; we think our own Interpretations or 
Criticiſms upon ſuch a Text, of as great Autho- 
rity as theirs; theſe are juſtly to be SuſpeZFed, 
nay, it is Evident, that they are Broaching ſome 
Novel Doctrines, which cannot ſtand this Te. 
Beſides the monſtrous Arrogance in ſuch a Pre- 
tence, theſe overthrow the Foundation of that 
ſure and Infallible Evidence upon which Cbri- 
Atianity itſelf does ſtand ; and reduce All to a 
Blind Enthufiaſm. 


XIII. Of Epiſcopacy. 


But further, Sir, in your Search after a a 
Church, you muſt not only conſider the Doc- 
trine but the Government; that is, as I faid 
before, you muſt conſider the Church, not only 
as a. Se, but as a Society: For though every 
Society founded upon the Belief of ſuch Tenets, 
may be called a See, yet every Sed? is not a 
Soctety. Now a Society cannot be without Go- 
vernment, for it is that which makes a Society: 
And a Government cannot be without Governors. 
The Apo/les were Inſtituted by Chriſt, the firſt 
Governor of his Church ; and with them and 
their Succeſſors He has Promiſed to be, to the 
End of the World. The Apoſtles did Ordain 
Biſhops, as Governors, in all he Churches which 
they 1 throughout the whole "RM 
| an 
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and theſe Biſhops were eſteemed. the 2 rs 
of the Apoſtles, each in his own Church, 


the Beginning to this Day. This was the _ 
rent Notion and Language of Antiquity. Om- 
wes Apoſtolorum Succeſſores ſunt, That all: Bi- 


wat were the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, As 
t. Ferom ſpeaks, Epiſt. ad Evagr. And St. 
Iematius, who was Conſtituted by the Apoſtles 
_ Biſhop of Antioch, ſalutes the Church of the Tral- 


hans, Ey 7 TAIL peer! & 'ATIOMRg Xe 


geri. In the Plenitude of the Apoſtolica! 


Cbaradter, Thus it continued from the Days 
of the Apg/iles, to thoſe of John Calvin. In 
all the which Time there was not any one 


Church in the whole Chriſtian World, that | 


was not Epiſcopal. But now it is faid by our 
Diſſenters, That there is no need of Succeſ- 
fon frem' the Apg/iles, or thoſe Biſbops Infti- 
tuted by them: That they can make Gover- 
tors over themſelves whom they liſt : And 
what ſignifies the Government of the Church, 
fo the Do&rine be Pure? But this totally Diſ- 
folves the Church as a Society; the Govern- 


ment of which conſiſts in the Right and Title 


1 of the Governor. And as the A.- 
1 pojtle ſays, No Man taketh this 
Honour to tio fie he that is. called of God, 


gs was Aaron. And the Diſpute betwixt him 


and Korah was not as to any Point either of 
Doctrine or Worſhip, but meerly upon that 
of Church Government. And St. Jude, ver. 11. 
brings down the ſame Caſe to that of the Chri- 


Han Church. And Reaſon carries it as to 


all 


S S . 
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all Societies. They who will not Obey the Law- 
ful Governor, but ſet up another in Oppoſition 


to him, are no longer of the Society, but Ene. 
mies to it, and Juſtly Wen all the Rights and 
Privileges oficats 1 :r 

. Now Conſidering that all the Fi in the 
Goſpel, are. Made to the Church, what a Dread- 
ful Thing muſt it bez. to be Excluded from all 
[theſe nicht 

Beſides, the Church is called the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth, as being a Society Inſtituted 
by Chriſt, for the Support and Preſer vation of 
the Faith. This no Particular Church can At- 
tribute to itſelf, otherwiſe than as being a Part 


of the HYhole:: And therefore, as St Cyprian 


ſays, Chriſi made the College of Biſhops numerous, 
that F one proved Heretical, or, ſought to Devour 
the Flock, the Reſt might Interpoſe for the, Sa- 
wing of it. This is equally againſt letting the 


whole Depend upon one Univerſal Biſhop ;- and 


againſt throwing off the whole Epiſcopate, that 
is, all.the Biſhops in the World; which would 
be a total Di ſſolution of the C hunch as a So- 


ciely, by leaving no Governors in it; or which 


is the ſame, Setting up Governors of our own 
Head, without any Authority or Succeſſion from 


the Apoſtles ; which 1s rendering the whole 
-Precartous, and without any Foundation, And 


it is a Suppoſing that Providence . is more 


-Obliged to Stand by a Church ſet up in Direct 


_ Oppoſition to His In/titttion, than by that Church 


which Chrif# Himſelf has founded, and Promiſed 


to. be with it to the End of the World. And 
| tho' 
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tho' He has permitted Errors and Herefies to 
overſpread ſeveral Parts of it, at ſeveral Times, 
for the Probation of the Ele#?, like the Main- 


ing of the Moon, yet has He not left Himſelf 


without Witneſs, and has Reftored L:ght to 
Her, purſuant 'to his Promiſe, that rhe Gates 


Hell ſhould not prevail againſi Her: And this 
y the Means of his Servants and Subſtitutes, 
the Biſbops of his Church, whom He has not 


deſerted. All of whom, through the whole 


World always did, and ſtill do Maintain and 


oven the Apoſtolick Creed. And wherein ſome, 
as the Arians, have perverted the Senſe of ſome 


Articles, that laſted but a ſhort Time; and 


the Truth has been more confirmed by it, in 


the unanimous Conſent and Ti eftimony of the 


whole Ep:/copal College, to the Primitive Doc- 
trine which they had Received from the Be- 


ginning. God Healed theſe Herefies in His own 
Way, by the Biſtops and Governors of His 
Church, whom he had Appointed, and without 


any Infraction upon His own Inſtitution. 
And it is obſervable, That theſe Herefies 
began by nfraction, which Men made upon 
His' Inſtitution of Biſhops, as Arius, an Am- 
bitious Preſbyter, firſt roſe up againſt his 
Biſhop, before he was given up to that vile 
Hereſy, which he vented afterwards by De- 
grees, to Gain a Party after him,” thereby to 
Maintain the Oppoſition which he had made 
againſt his Biſbop: And, by a Juſt Judgment, 


| he Fell from one Error to another, till he at 


laft 


. „ 9 * 
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laſt Complutted that Deteſtable Here which 
- bears his Name. | 


And in all the Annals of the Church, who. 
ther under the Law or the Goſpel, there is not 
one Inſtance of a Schiſm againſt the Prieftheod, 


which Gad had A ppointed.; but great Errors 
in Doctrine and Worſbip did follow it. Thus 
the Prieſthood, which Micab ſet up of his own 
Head, and that which Jerobaam ſet up in 


Oppoſition to that of Aaron, both ended in 


| daolatry, Thus the Novations and Donatifts, 


who made Scbiſins againſt their Biſbops, fell 


into grievous Errors, tho — did not renounce | 


the Faith. 
And into what groſe 8 both as to 


Doctrine and Worſbip, has the Church of Rome 
fallen, ſinoe her Biſhop ſet up for Univer ſa- 


lit, and thereby Commenced that Grand 
Schiſm againſt all the Biſbops of the Earth, 


whom he ſought to Depreſs under him; but 
while he would Truſt other Churches from 
him, he Thruſt himſelf from the Catholick 


Church. 
(fiſt 'y or /ixty at one Time, of which we have 


the Names) flowed like a Torrent into England, 


in the Time of Forty-One, after Epiſcopacy 


was thrown down! 


So evident is that Saying, That the Churab 
7s the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, that we 
can hardly find any Error which has come into 


the Church, but upon an Infraction made upon 
the Epiſcopal Authority. 


What Hydra Herefes, and Monſtrous Sects 


oy. 


; 
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| XIV. Aa Infallible Demonfiration Us 0 
wy er 1 Hs nt bad. 


2 which thin is to be ſaid. That it bus all 
the Four Marks before- mentioned, to aſcertain 
any Fact, in the concurrent Teſtimony of all 
Churches, at all Times; And therefore muſt in- 
Fallibly be the Governinznt which the Apo/iles 
left upon the Earth. To which we muſt adhere, 
till a greater Authority: than Therrs ſhall alter it. 

I doubt not but all ha. will determine you'to 
the Church of E gland. And keep you 2 to 
Epuſcopacy, as a Matter not indifferent. 7 

And Pray Gad, that He ab hath: len gun 4 
God Work in you, may perfect it until the . 
1 e 0 iE 
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